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NEW YEAII FES'I'I\"I[ HELD AT EMU

Eastern Mediterranean University
(EMU), Student Development,
Activities and Sports Affairs
Directorate organized “New Year
Festival” event on Thursday, 25
December 2025 between 03:00 p.m.
and 11:00 p.m. The said event took
place at Forum EMU.

The festival was attended by EMU
Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kilig, Vice
Rector fo Student Affairs Prof.

Dr. Sonug Zorlu, Vice Rector

for Promotion and Institutional
Communication Prof. Dr. Ali Oztiiren,
General Secretary Dervis Eksici,
Student Development, Activities and
Sports Affairs Director Cemal > pg- 2

EMU GASTRONOMY AND CULINARY ARTS PROGRAM STUDENTS CAME THROUGH WITH

FLYING COLORS IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU),
Faculty of Tourism, Department of
Gastronomy and Culinary Arts Program
students achieved great success at the 6th
GastroAntalya International Gastronomy
and Culinary Stars Gathering, returning
EMU with 3 trophies and 22 medals.
Participated by 856 chefs and 1292
contestants from 42 different countries,
GastroAntalya International Gastronomy
and Culinary Stars Gathering featured
competitions, workshops, panels and
seminars in different categories over the
course of 3-day event.

Bringing together culinary professionals
around the world, the event was also
attended by EMU Faculty of Tourism,
Department of Gastronomy and Culinary
Arts’ senior instructor Fatma Oztung

and, program students Elif Asarlik, Nujin
Dilba Karakulak and Giinseli Kafa. EMU
Gastronomy and Culinary Arts Department
once again reaffirmed the quality of its
academic education and its pioneering role
in culinary arts training by winning several
golden, silver and bronze medals in both
individual and team categories. >pg.3

Solotiirk Excitement at EMU Constructor University Visits EMU Campus Culture at EMU
Came to Life With The

“EMU Con” Event
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NEW YEAR FESTIVAL HELD AT EMU

Kili¢, many academic staff members,
students and visitors. Alongside the
food and beverage stalls, the Festival
also featured a New Year’s Market,
where a range of products were
available for purchase. A wish tree
was also placed in the event area,
allowing students and visitors to share
their New Year wishes. Participants
were treated to complimentary coffee
provided by Oza Kahve, while music
by the Retro Calgicilari Group brought
a lively atmosphere to the festival.
Additionally, the Famagusta Kale
Lions Club distributed clothing to
students. During a workshop led by

Zehra Sonya, Art Coordinator at EMU
Arts and Design Center, students
created New Year-themed keychains
using their own designs. The program
also included a performance by DJ
BA & BU, and student dance shows
further enhanced the festive mood.
Gathering members of EMU together,
the New Year Festival offered
participants enjoyable moments while
also contributing to the festive New
Year spirit across the campus. During
the event, attendees spent pleasant
time accompanied by music and social

interaction.




EMU GASTRONOMY AND CULINARY ARTS PROGRAM STUDENTS CAME THROUGH WITH

FLYING COLORS IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA

Having the opportunity to showcase their
modern culinary techniques, creativity,
and professional competencies on such

a prestigious platform serves as a highly
valuable reference for the students’ future
careers.

Returned with Trophies and Medals

In the highly prestigious “Golden Turkish
Chef of the Year” category, Fatma Oztiing
claimed the gold medal and trophy, while
Nujin Karakulak secured the silver medal
and trophy. Additionally, the team of

Elif Asarlik, Giinseli Kafa, and Nujin
Dilba Karakulak earned a gold medal in
the “University-Level Modern Turkish
Cuisine Team Competition”. Fatma
Oztiing also won a gold medal in the
“Restaurant Dessert Plate” category, while
Giinseli Kafa received a silver medal in
the “Golden Young Chef of the Year”
category. In the “University-Level Student
Chef Pasta Competition,” Nujin Dilba
Karakulak took home the gold medal, and
Elif Asarlik was awarded the silver medal.

The team honored with the trophy in
the “Best University Team of the Year”

category also achieved individual
distinctions by winning bronze medals.

In the “University-Level Student Chef
Restaurant Dessert Competition”, Glinseli
Kafa earned a silver medal, while Elif
Asarlik and Nujin Dilba Karakulak
received bronze medals. Elif Asarlik and
Giinseli Kafa also secured silver medals in
the “University-Level Student Chef Fish
Competition.” In the “University-Level
Student Chef Main Course Competition,”
Elif Asarlik and Giinseli Kafa were

again awarded silver medals, while

Nujin Dilba Karakulak claimed a bronze
medal. Furthermore, Fatma Oztiing was
awarded a silver medal in the “Masters’
Fish” category and a bronze medal in the
“Lamb” category.

“A Source of Pride”

EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kili¢ made
remarks on the achievement of EMU
students, saying; “With its well-established
infrastructure, distinguished academic
staff, and experienced chef instructors,
Faculty of Tourism’s Gastronomy and
Culinary Arts Program continues to

record remarkable achievements. These

accomplishments are no coincidence; they
represent a source of pride made possible
by the investments EMU has made in

this field. I wholeheartedly congratulate
our students, the academic staff who

have guided them, and the Faculty
administration for this significant success”.

“The Power of Education Turned into
International Achievement”
Commenting on the success, Acting Dean
of the EMU Faculty of Tourism, Assist.
Prof. Dr. ilkay Yorganci, stated that

the outstanding achievement earned by
students of the Gastronomy and Culinary
Arts Program at such a prestigious
international event clearly demonstrates
the Faculty’s practice-based, modern,

and high-quality educational approach.
She emphasized that the combination

of students’ disciplined work, creativity,
and strong academic mentorship leading
to this proud outcome is a great source

of satisfaction. She also extended her
heartfelt congratulations to all academic
staff and students who played a role in the
process.
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SOLOTURK EXCITEMENT AT EMU:

COL. MURAT KELES MEETS WITH STUDENTS

Tourism Club and Faculty of Tourism
operating under Eastern Mediterranean
University, Student Development,
Activities and Sports Affairs Directorate
co-organized a talk event titled “SoloTtirk
Kurulus Hikayesi ve Ilham Yolculugu

/ Founding Story of SoloTiirk and A
Journey of Inspiration”. The talk event
feature Col. Murat Keles — Founding
Leader of SoloTiirk and first ever air show
pilot. Held at Mustafa Afsin Ersoy Hall,
the said event was also attended by EMU
Vice Rectors Prof, Dr. Osman M. Karatepe
and Prof. Dr. Ali Oztiiren, EMU Faculty
of Tourism Dean Assist. Prof. Dr. Ilkay
Yorganci, Vice Deans and many students.

Delivering a speech at the beginning of
the event, EMU Tourism Club Assistant
Chair Irem Erg¢in stated that the Club
views tourism not merely as an industry or
a travel activity, but as a multidimensional
field that places people at its center and
generates social value. Expressing her
pleasure at hosting Col. Murat Keles at
EMU, Er¢in added that they believe the
seminar would be enlightening for all
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participants. Faculty of Tourism Dean
Assist. Prof. Dr. Yorganci also made an
address, stating that they are honored to
be hosting a figure that left a lasting mark
in the Turkish aviation world. Assist.
Prof. Dr. Yorganci continued by providing
information of Col. Keles and noted

that Col. Keles not only made a mark in
aviation but also in everyone’s hearts,
Assist. Prof. Dr. Yorganci expressed the
faculty’s pleasure on having Col. Keles at
EMU.

Speaking at the event, EMU Vice
Rector Prof. Dr. Karatepe expressed his
satisfaction at welcoming Col. Murat
Keles, founder of SoloTiirk, to EMU,
noting his confidence that the discussion
would be both productive and insightful.
He highlighted the importance of

raising awareness, reinforcing existing
knowledge, and educating those unfamiliar
with certain subjects. Prof. Dr. Karatepe
also shared comprehensive information
about EMU, emphasizing that it is the
island’s oldest university established
by law. He pointed out that EMU was
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placed in the 51-75 band of the Shanghai
Rankings in Tourism from 2019 to 2025,
describing this achievement as a reflection
of the University’s strong international
standing in the field. Providing further
details about the EMU Faculty of Tourism,
Prof. Dr. Karatepe underlined its global
recognition and its distinction through
academic publications, and encouraged
students to value both their University and
the Faculty of Tourism. He concluded by
expressing his wishes for the talk to be
informative and successful.

During the talk, Col. Murat Keles, the
founding leader and first demonstration
pilot of SoloTiirk - a team established
within the Turkish Air Force and
recognized as a national symbol at both
national and international levels - shared
insights into the team’s formation

and his inspirational journey with the
audience. The event concluded with
Prof. Dr. Karatepe presenting Col. Keles
with a silver plate in recognition of his
contributions.
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GCONSTRUCTOR UNIVERSITY VISITS EMU

Officials from Constructor University,
one of the prominent higher education
instructions of Germany, visited Eastern
Mediterranean University (EMU). Within
the scope of the visit, Alper Demirkan

— Regional Manager of the Constructor
University — met with EMU students at
Senate Meeting Hall, sharing detailed
information about the educational
programs they offer. EMU Vice

Rector for Promotion and Institutional
Communication Prof. Dr. Ali Oztiiren was
also present during the said meeting.
During the meeting, students were
introduced to the “4+1 Dual Degree

Program” offered as part of the ongoing
collaboration between EMU and
Constructor University. The program
enables graduates of the Business
Administration and International Trade
and Business programs under EMU
Faculty of Business and Economics to
complete an additional year of study at
Constructor University in Germany and
earn an International Business degree
from Constructor University. Students’
questions were answered, and detailed
information was provided on tuition
fees, accommodation options, and living
conditions in Germany.

As part of the visit, delegation also paid
visits to EMU Vice Rector for Academic
Affairs Prof. Dr. Osman M. Karatepe and
Prof. Dr. Mustafa Besim — Dean of EMU
Faculty of Business and Economics —

and presented extensive information of
their educational programs. Throughout
the visit, meetings were conducted with
International Academic Relations Office
Coordinators to evaluate potential future
academic partnerships and collaborative
projects between the two institutions. At
the end of the visit, Constructor University
officials were presented with a gift unique
to EMU.



EMU DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE ORGANIZES ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND PEDAGOGY

GATHERING: “Al IN ARCHITECTURE” SEMINAR SERIES

Throughout the 2025 Academic Year, Eastern
Mediterranean University (EMU), Faculty
of Architecture, Department of Architecture
organized a series of academic seminars
under the theme “Artificial Intelligence
%AI) in Architecture”. Led by Assoc. Prof.

r. Ceren Bogag from the department, the
seminar series explored the educational,
ethical, and design-related implications of
artificial intelligence in architecture through
a comprehensive and multidimensional
approach.

“An Introduction to Research, Education
and Design” seminar, the first session of

the series, was delivered by Assoc, Prof.

Dr. Ceren Bogac and provided an in-depth
discussion on the role of artificial intelligence
in academic research, its influence on student
participation, its role in creative practices,
and its ethical considerations. Attended

by research assistants and postgraduate
sfudents, the session offered a collaborative
examination of the present and future impact
of artificial intelligence on the architectural
discipline.

The following sessions, entitled “Artificial
Intelligence in Architecture: Research and
Education Foundations™ and ““Artificial
Intelligence in Architecture: Design,” focused
on how artificial intelligence is employed

as a research tool in architecture, its role in
literature reviews and data analysis, and the
emerging discussions it has introduced within
the context of academic ethics. Joined by the
EMU Department of Interior Architecture,
the seminars also addressed the influence

of generative Al on design workflows, its
connection to sustainability objectives, and its
transformative impact on creafive decision-
making processes.

The series’ session dedicated to students
took place on 22 December 2025 and was
titled “Artificial Intelligence for Architecture
Students: Studio Skills and the Practice of
the Future”. The seminar explored, through
practical examples, how artificial intelligence
can be integrated into studio projects, design
development, and visualization processes,
while also aiming to build students’ critical
awareness of the boundaries, potential risks,
and ethical responsibilities of Al-supported
design.

In her remarks on the seminar series, EMU
Faculty of Architecture academic staff
member Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ceren Bogag
noted that artificial intelligence is becoming
increasingly prominent in architectural
practice and education. She continued;
‘Rather than focusing solely on how we use
these tools, it is crucial to consider how we
situate ourselves in relation to them. The
primary aim of launching this series was

to view artificial intelligence not just as a
short-lived trend that enhances productivity,
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Seminar

Experience sharing:

“Al in Architectura: Enhancing

Research, Teaching, and Design.”
Seminar

but as a pedagogical domain that calls for
critical engagement, ethical sensitivity, and
Al literacy”.

In her speech, Prof. Dr. Rafooneh M. Sani,
Chair of Department of Architecture, stated
that the seminar series serve as an important
learning environment that supports creative
and crifical thinking in architecture education.
She added; “The seminars go beyond simple
knowledge sharing, helping to broaden the
intellectual perspectives of our students
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and faculty members. Our department will
continue to regard technology not merely

as an instrument, but as a pedagogical force
that plays a key role in shaping the future of
architecture.”

In the upcoming phases of the seminar series,
undergraduate students are expected to take

a more active role through workshop-based
activities, while the discussions will be
carried forward from a wider educational
perspective.
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SPRING SEMESTER GERTIFICATE CEREMONY OF EMU DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR

ARCHITECTURE HELD WITH THEME OF “SPIRIT OF CIDA”

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU),
Faculty of Architecture, Department of Interior
Architecture organized a certificate ceremony
to honor its achieving students of 2024-2025
Spring Semester. Held with the theme of
“Spirit of CIDA”, the ceremony featured
visual displays inspired by the colors of CIDA
(Council for Interior Design Accreditation).

“A Significant Testament to the Department’s
Quality Education”

Delivering the opening speech of the ceremony,
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Afet Celiker Coskun, Head of
the EMU Department of Interior Architecture,
highlighted the significance of the work carried
out within the scope of the CIDA accreditation
process, emphasizing that the department offers
an innovative and strong educational structure
aligned with international standards. Assoc. >
Prof. Dr. Coskun also stated that students’ TN

academic achievements are a significant Mimarlik Fakilltesi | Faculty of Arrhitants.-
testament to the department’s commitment to N =
quality education.

During the event coordinated by Department of
Interior Architecture academic staff members
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zehra Ongiil and Assist.

Prof. Dr. Seyit Ermiyagil, research assistants
Ali Oytun Kara, Erna Audrey, Mangaleu
Toukam, Gokgegicek Bacak, Seren Ogan, Sule
Akkuyu and Tala Shanaah took active roles and
contributed to the organizing process of the
event.

Standing out for its disciplined and innovative
approach within the CIDA accreditation
process and its strong international educational
standards, EMU Department of Interior
Architecture seeks, through such events, not
only to highlight academic accomplishments
but also to foster professional awareness and
reinforce a sense of institutional unity.

LATIONS
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CAMPUS CULTURE AT EMU CAME TO LIFE WITH THE
“EMU CON” EVENT

-Master Kategori-

An event titled “EMU CON” was held with the
aim of creating a collective space where student
clubs operating under the Eastern Mediterranean
University (EMU) Student Development,
Activities and Sports Affairs Directorate could
come together to freely produce, share, and express
themselves. Organized and led by the RPG Club,
with the motto of “Where Campus Culture Comes
Alive”, the event saw participation over 40 student
clubs.

Held for the first time among the universities

in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
(TRNC), EMU CON took place at Lala Mustafa
Pasa Sports Complex, receiving great interest
from participants. The event aimed to unite ideas
from diverse fields under a single platform, foster
a culture of collaborative creation, and build a
sustainable festival tradition.

EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kilig also attended
the event and visited the stands of student clubs.
Receiving information about the creative work of
the students, Prof. Dr. Kili¢ emphasized the value
added to university life through the event.

Within the scope of the event, workshops,
promotional activities, competitions, and
interactive activities were held across eight
different activity zones—namely entertainment,
arts, technology, science, public and social
sciences, health and life, sports, and awareness—
based on the themes of the student clubs.

Stage performances also added a vibrant touch

to EMU CON. The Folk Dance Society, Dance
Society, and EMU Crows Dance Group captivated
the audience with their impressive dance
performances, earning enthusiastic applause.

The Music Club took to the stage as part of an
acoustic tournament, performing live music. Prizes
were awarded to the winners. The International
Performing Arts Club further enriched the event
with its artistic performances.

With competitions, themed activities, club events,
and stage performances continuing throughout the
day, participants experienced an enjoyable time,
while EMU CON, held with the motto “Where
Campus Life Comes Alive”, is planned to be
established as a tradition in the years ahead.

—
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CAMPUS GULTURE AT EMU CAME TO LIFE WITH THE
“EMU CON” EVENT

ENDUSTR MOHENDISLIGI KULUBU
INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING CLUB

ol

DAU
Sampiyon Melekler
oleybol
¢ = B Turnuvas;
s -
S er Kated=




2" TRADITIONAL AYER ALTUN TENNIS TOURNAMENT

“2nd Traditional Ayer Altun Tennis
Tournament” hosted by Eastern
Mediterranean University (EMU) was held
with great participation. Attended by total of
160 athletes from 11 different countries, the
said tournament was held in +18 Single Men,
+18 Single Women, +35 Single Men, +35
Single Women, Double Women, Double Men
and Mixed Doubles categories.

In the +18 Women’s category, Deniz Altun
and Miray Calikusu reached the semifinals,
while Andia Salari secured first place and
Maniya Baheri finished second. In the +18
Men’s category, Atakan Ozen and Shayan
Amin advanced to the semifinals, with

HELD AT EMU
‘ .

Abar Esat taking first place and Dogus
Dede placing second. In the +35 Women’s
category, Yulia Serko and Katheryna
Shynkarova progressed to the semifinals;
Neslihan Elshekhalel claimed first place,
followed by Yuliga Zubrilkina in second. In
the +35 Men’s category, Ali Argana and Kaan
Ozkorkut qualified for the semifinals, with
Aydin Kayol winning first place and Vitaly
Andryev finishing second.

Furthermore, Katya-Anya and Maryem-
Maniya reached the semifinals in the Double
Women'’s category. In the same category,
Sultan-Laika took the first place, followed by
Ela-Emel in second place. In Double Men’s
category, Aydin-Erhan and Vitaly-Aleksey

completed the tournament as semifinalists,
while Ali-Aber secured the first place and
Dogus-Ozkan took second place. Lastly, in
Mixed Doubles category, Ovgii-Kutsal and
Ali-Arzu reached the semifinals, while Aydin-
Andia finished in first place, followed by
Vitaly-Maryem in second.

Ranking athletes received their awards from
EMU Board of Trustees (VYK) Member
Beyhan Giirgéze, EMU Vice Rector for
Student Affairs Prof. Dr. Sonug Zorlu,
Student Development, Activities and Sports
Affairs Director Cemal Kilig, Sport Affairs
Coordinator Aydin Kayol and Ozlem Altun, a
member of Altun family.

“YALDA NIGHT” CELEBRATED WITH GREAT ENTHUSIASM AT EMU

Scientific and Cultural Association of Iranian
Students organized a “Yalda Night” event at
Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU).
Held at the Rauf Raif Denktas Culture and
Congress Center, the event featured a joyous

atmosphere with the participation of EMU Vice
Rectors Prof. Dr. Sonug Zorlu and Prof. Dr. Ali

Oztiiren, many Iranian academics, guests and
students.

At the opening of the event held in celebration
of Yalda Night—traditionally regarded as

the longest night of the year and rooted in a
centuries-old heritage— Nima Mostafazadeh,
Secretary of the Scientific and Cultural
Association of Irian Students, welcomed
attendees and conveyed his Yalda Night
greetings to the university administration and
invited guests. He also expressed his gratitude
for the ongoing and valuable support that
Eastern Mediterranean University continues to
provide to the association.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Roozbeh Vaziri also made
an address, conveying his best wishes to all
the participants of the Yalda Night. Moreover,

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vaziri expressed his thanks to
those involved in the organization process of
the event.

The event program, which consisted of three
parts, featured poetry reading from Hafez,

a stand-up comedy performance, and a
concert. Iranian artist and Islamic Republic
of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) presenter Saman

r’

Gouran delivered a stand-up show that created
memorable and enjoyable moments for the
audience. This was followed by a concert
sponsored by Panah Construction and Route
66 Motors. At the concert, Iranian artist Soheil
Rahmani further enhanced the warm and
traditional spirit of Yalda Night. The event
concluded with the presentation of appreciation
plaques to both performers on behalf of EMU.



EMU CUP OF NATIONS FUTSAL TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS:
TRNC IN WOMEN'S AND KENYA IN MEN'S CATEGORY

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU)
Cup of Nations Futsal Tournament, organized
by the EMU Student Development, Activities
and Sports Affairs Directorate, concluded
with the semi-final and final matches held

at Lala Mustafa Pasa Sports Complex.

The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
(TRNC) team completed the tournament as
champion in the women’s category, while the
Kenya team claimed the championship in the
men’s category.

In the women’s category, the tournament
featured teams from the Turkish Republic

of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), Kazakhstan,
Tiirkiye, Lebanon, and Nigeria. Following
the semi-final matches, the TRNC team
defeated Kazakhstan 2—0, while Tiirkiye
overcame Lebanon with a 3-0 victory,
advancing both teams to the final. In the final
match, TRNC defeated Tiirkiye 2—0 to claim
the championship. In the third-place match,
Kazakhstan beat Lebanon 30 to finish the
tournament in third place.

Total of 17 teams competed in the men’s
category of the tournament. In the semi-
finals, Nigeria edged past Palestine with a
5-4 win, while Kenya secured a 3-2 victory
over Sudan, advancing to the final. In an

\ ]

exciting championship match, Kenya put on
a strong display to defeat Nigeria 3—2 and
claim the EMU Cup of Nations 2025 men’s
title. Meanwhile, Sudan defeated Palestine
1-0 in the third-place match to finish the
tournament in third position.

EMU and Parliament Face Off in an
Entertaining Match

As part of the tournament program, a friendly
match took place between the EMU team and
the TRNC Parliament team. The Parliament
side, featuring UBP MP Emrah Yesilirmak,
Independent MP Hasan Biiyiikoglu, former
MP Mesut Geng, and former Yenibogazigi
Mayor Mustafa Zurnacilar, competed against
a team made up of EMU staff. The match
concluded with a 2-0 victory for the TRNC
Parliament Team.

Special Awards Presented

Special awards were presented in various
categories during an awards ceremony
held after the tournament. The “Most
Sportsmanlike Women’s Team” award
went to Kazakhstan, while the “Most
Sportsmanlike Men’s Team” award was
given to Tiirkiye. Malcolm from Kenya
team was named the “Most Valuable Male
Player (MVP)” of the tournament. On the

other hand, Nisanur from TRNC team was
awarded with the “Most Valuable Female
Player (MVP)” award. Furthermore, Kenya
was named the “Best Student Society”. Nehir
from TRNC team received “Best Female
Goalkeeper” award and, Nadir from Kenya
team also received “Best Male Goalkeeper”
award.

The awards were presented by EMU Rector
Prof. Dr. Hasan Kilig, EMU Vice Rector for
Student Affairs Prof. Dr. Sonug Zorlu, Project
and Infrastructure Management Director
Sami Omer, Former Mayor of Yenibogazigi
Mustafa Zurnacilar, Sports Affairs
Coordinator Aydin Kayol and, personnel

at the Student Development, Activities and
Sports Affairs Directorate. Making an address
during the award ceremony, Prof. Dr. Kilig
thanked everyone for their participation

and extended his congratulations to all the
competing students. Prof. Dr. Kili¢ noted

that the international event held annually by
EMU once again showcased the institution’s
multicultural character and its strong
engagement in sports. He also remarked that
the match between the TRNC Parliament
members and EMU was thoroughly enjoyable
and extended his thanks to all participants for
taking part.
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