
Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), 
Faculty of Tourism, Department of 
Gastronomy and Culinary Arts program 
students and Tourism Management 
program students have actively took part at 
EMU Beach Club throughout the summer 
season, gaining professional experience as 
well as providing significant contributions 
to the facility.

Great Tastes from the Students of 
Gastronomy and Culinary Arts Program
Working alongside a specialist chef and 
an experienced kitchen team, students of 
the EMU Faculty of Tourism, Department 
of Gastronomy and Culinary Arts, have 
the opportunity to learn professional 
culinary discipline hands-on. Working on 
areas such as the snack bar, meat dishes, 
salads, breakfast, hamburger and À La 
Carte dishes, the students strengthen their 
theoretic trainings through the practical 
applications, offering tasteful and quality 
food to the visitors.

The collaboration of the EMU Gastronomy 
and Culinary Arts Program helps students 

start their careers better prepared while also 
enhancing the taste and service standards at 
EMU’s Marine Facilities.

Support from Tourism Management 
Program Students
Tourism Management students also gain 
hands-on experience over the summer by 
working in departments such as service, 
purchasing, reception, and cashiering, 
putting their classroom knowledge into 
practice while building valuable skills.

“Our Students’ Contribution in the 
Success of Our Facilities is Crucial”
Expressing the Faculty’s contentment 
on the hard work and contributions of 
the students, Dean of EMU Faculty of 
Tourism Assist. Prof. Dr. İlkay Yorgancı 
stated; “Students from the Gastronomy 
and Culinary Arts Program and the 
Tourism Management Program reflect 
our university’s spirit of hospitality 
through their work while advancing their 
professional skills. Their enthusiasm, 
creativity, and effort are key contributors 
to the success of our facilities”. 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Tuna Karatepe, the 
Supervisor of the EMU Gastronomy and 
Culinary Arts Program and Vice Dean 
of EMU Faculty of Tourism, noted that 
EMU Gastronomy and Culinary Arts 
Program students actively take roles 
on matters including menu planning, 
culinary organization, and hygiene and 
food safety during their internship period 
at EMU Beach Club. Assist. Prof. Dr. 
Karatepe also underscored that students 
get the chance to improve their creativity 
through the practical applications, and 
said; “While the students introduce 
creative dishes and new flavour ideas 
to the facility, they gain practical 
experience, collaborate with professional 
teams, and further develop their culinary 
skills in a real kitchen setting”.

In his remarks, Assist. Prof. Dr. Ali 
Özduran, the Supervisor of the EMU 
Tourism Management Program 
and Vice Dean of EMU Faculty of 
Tourism, highlighted that students 
gain hands-on experience in customer 
relations, event planning, front office, 

and service management during their 
internships, applying their classroom 
knowledge in real-world settings. 
He added, “Students help enhance 
service quality and guest satisfaction 
at the facility, while the facility 
gives them a chance to understand 
industry dynamics and strengthen 
their communication and management 
skills.”

Ali Rıza DOĞAN – Specialist Chef
Our aim is to prepare students for 
professional life after graduation 
by giving them the chance to apply 
what they learn in class and gain 
practical experience. Students 
working at EMU Beach Club 
Facilities gain hands-on experience 
with a 104-item menu. They receive 
world-class training and, through 
their internships, develop valuable 
skills that give them an edge in their 
future careers. I am very pleased 
with both the services our students 
provide and the feedback we 
receive.
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What did the students say?
Hilmican YILDIRIM - Gastronomy and Culinary 
Arts Program, 4th Year Student 
I am currently doing my internship at the EMU 
Beach Club, and I am very happy to be here. 
I believe this experience will help me grow 
professionally and deepen my knowledge in my 
field. I am working in both the kitchen and service 
areas, and gaining hands-on experience in these 
fields is a valuable and important opportunity for us.

Rojin YEMEN - Gastronomy and Culinary Arts 
Program, 2nd Year Student
I am completing my internship in the kitchen, pastry, 
and bar sections. This experience allows us to put the 
theoretical knowledge we’ve gained in our studies 
into practice, which I find highly valuable. Working 
alongside expert instructors and professional chefs 
gives us the chance to learn from their experience, 
making it an important opportunity for our 
professional growth.

Laone CHILISA – Tourism Management 
Program 3rd Year Student
I work as a waitress at EMU Beach Club and help 
out in the bar during peak times. I believe the skills 
and experience I am gaining here will be highly 
beneficial for my future career.

EMU FACULTY OF TOURISM STUDENTS CONTRIBUTE TO EMU BEACH CLUB
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Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 
students successfully represented the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) in 
the Turkic Red Network Volunteering Camp 
organized by the Turkish Red Crescent in 
Heybeliada on 30 July – 4 August 2025. Held 
under the Organization of Turkic States, the 
camp allowed youth from various countries to 
exchange knowledge and experiences in the 
fields of humanitarian aid, disaster management, 
and volunteering.

EMU students; Melek Doğan and Ulaş Kılıvan 
actively participated in the camp. On the 
other hand, the Former Chair of EMU Red 
Crescent Club and current Chair of Cyprus 
Young Red Crescent Gülpenbe Şakrak took an 
important role in the said event. Şakrak seeks 
to strengthen her initiatives in empowering 
youth to take a more active part in volunteer and 
humanitarian projects by building on the new 
experiences gained during the camp.
The event fostered not only the personal 
growth of the young participants but also their 
awareness of social responsibility. By taking 
part in such international programs, EMU 

students help raise the profile of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus in humanitarian 
efforts and create opportunities to strengthen 
global partnerships. Eastern Mediterranean 

University continues to fully support its students 
in engaging with social responsibility initiatives 
and representing the university on international 
platforms.

EMU STUDENTS PROUDFULLY REPRESENTED TRNC
 IN THE TURKIC RED NETWORK VOLUNTEERING CAMP

ASHINA Teknofest Team composed of Eastern 
Mediterranean University (EMU) students 
brought great pride to the university following 
receiving invitation for the Teknofest Air 
Defence Systems Competition to be held in 
Istanbul on 17 – 21 September 2025. Last year, 
receiving the first place award in the Teknofest 
Flying Car Simulation Competition, team 
ASHINA aims to represent EMU and the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus in the Air Defence 
Systems Competition, one of the most extensive 
categories of Teknofest, to be organized in 
52 main categories within the fellowship of 
ASELSAN. 

“Advanced to Top 65 Teams”
The team progressed through the competition by 
successfully completing the Preliminary Design 
Report (PDR) stage, placing among the top 250 
teams. They then moved forward through the 
Critical Design Report (CDR) stage, reaching the 
top 65. After completing the System Capability 
Video stage, the team earned a spot as a finalist 
and was invited to the major event in Istanbul.

About the Project
The ASHINA team developed an autonomous air 
defence system equipped with target detection 
capabilities. The system plays a key role in 
national security and could potentially be used 
against aerial targets like drones in the future.

The team explained, “We decided to enter the 
competition in September 2024. From then until 
February, we carried out planning and analysis. 

We completed the Preliminary Design Report 
(PDR) in March and the Critical Design Report 
(CDR) in May. In August, we uploaded our 
System Capability Video to YouTube. We will 
participate in the finals in Istanbul from 17–21 
September 2025. From March to the end of 
June, we conducted our work and tests at the 
CMPE227 laboratories of the EMU Computer 
Engineering Department.”

“Wishing Outstanding Success”
Making remarks on the topic, EMU Rector Prof. 
Dr. Hasan Kılıç said; “We are thrilled that the 
ASHINA team, made up of our students, has 
been invited to the internationally prestigious 
Teknofest 2025. Their achievement is a testament 
to EMU’s dedication to science, technology, and 
innovation. We wish the team every success at 

the finals in Istanbul and sincerely congratulate 
all the students and faculty advisors who 
contributed to this accomplishment”.

Team Members
Team captain Furkan Batı Bilgiler, a third-
year student from EMU Information Systems 
Engineering, oversees the project’s electronic and 
mechanical systems. Cemre Yeşil, a fourth-year 
Computer Engineering student, manages team 
communications and works on software systems 
and algorithm design. Alper Önder, a second-
year Software Engineering student, is responsible 
for developing the artificial intelligence 
components, while Doğan Efe Çiğdem, a fourth-
year Computer Engineering student, plays a key 
role in advancing the electronic systems.

“ASHINA” TEAM COMPOSED OF EMU STUDENTS 
INVITED TO TEKNOFEST 2025
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Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) and 
Champion Angels Association has recently 
signed a collaboration and scholarship protocol 
with the aim of offering opportunities and 
scholarship support to students who will 
study at EMU. EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan 
Kılıç and Champion Angels Association’s 
Chairperson Ruşen Yücesoylu Karakaya signed 
the said protocol on Monday, 11 August 2025 
at 11:00 a.m. during a signing session held at 
the EMU Rector’s Office building. 

EMU Vice Rector for Student Affairs Prof. 
Dr. Sonuç Zorlu, EMU International, TR and 
TRNC Promotion Coordinator and Champion 
Angels Association Executive Board Member 
Murat Aktuğralı and, Champion Angels 
Association Executive Board Members were 
also present during the signing session.

Scholarship Opportunity for Students
Within the scope of the protocol, Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) citizens 
and/or students who have completed their 
high school education in TRNC within an 
uninterrupted duration of 4 years, who will 
register EMU’s associate or undergraduate 
programs (excluding International Joint 
Programs, programs offered at the Medicine 
and Dentistry Faculties and Summer School) 
for the first time will be offered 100% 
scholarships as of 2025-2026 Academic Year 
Fall Semester. The selection of students who 
will be granted with scholarships will be 
carried out by the association and, EMU will 
be notified in writing at the beginning of the 
registration period. Scholarships will be valid 
in accordance with their achievement statuses 
throughout their studies. 

“EMU: A University for Community”
Making remarks during the signing session, 
EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kılıç recalled 

the earthquake of 6 February 2023, pointed 
out that the disaster significantly influenced 
the shift in societal attitudes and underscored 
that the importance given to social projects 
has grown even more as a result. Noting 
that Isias case is a significant case bringing 
the community on a common ground, Prof. 
Dr. Kılıç said; “EMU is a university for 
community. Therefore, as EMU, we deeply 
felt the sorrow caused by the losses during 
the earthquake. We remain committed to 
supporting initiatives that honour the memory 
of our Champion Angels. Today, we are 
signing a protocol for one such project, and 
EMU will continue to advance in partnership 
with our association”. Underlining that the 
protocol consists of providing both financial 
and moral support to the students, Prof. Dr. 
Kılıç concluded by saying that, through this 
protocol, many young people will fulfil their 
dreams, becoming graduates of EMU.

“We Attach Great Importance to 
Education”
Also delivering a speech, Champion Angels 
Association Chairperson Ruşen Yücesoylu 
Karakaya highlighted that the most enduring 
legacy of the February 2023 earthquake is 
justice, solidarity, and hope. Karakaya added; 
“As an association, we strive to cultivate the 
unfinished futures of our Champion Angels in 
the hands of other young people. The greatest 
cause of the disaster was ignorance, which 
is why we prioritize education and provide 
scholarships. Through our collaboration with 
EMU, university students now have access to 
these scholarship opportunities. This support 
goes beyond financial aid—it ensures that the 
memories of our Champion Angels continue to 
inspire and live on in the hearts of other youth. 
Every scholarship represents a ray of hope, and 
every contribution secures a brighter future. 
We extend our gratitude to EMU for this 

meaningful partnership. Your compassion eases 
our pain and strengthens our faith in the future. 
Together, we will work toward a future where 
education thrives and the dreams of young 
people are fully realized”.

EMU AND CHAMPION ANGELS ASSOCIATION
SIGN COLLABORATION AND SCHOLARSHIP PROTOCOL
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Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) and 
the Iskele Mimoza Inner Wheel Association 
have signed a collaboration protocol aimed at 
supporting disadvantaged university students 
and community members in need. The said 
protocol was signed on Monday, 11 August 
2025 at 10:00 a.m. at EMU Rector’s Office 
by EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kılıç and 
Iskele Mimoza Inner Wheel Association’s 
Chairperson Gülsün Korun and Inner Wheel 
Association Founding Chair Nesligül Onurel. 
EMU Vice Rector Prof. Dr. Sonuç Zorlu and 
EMU Faculty of Education, Department of 
Educational Sciences academic staff member 
Prof. Dr. Sıtkıye Kuter also signed the protocol 
as witnesses. Iskele Mimoza Inner Wheel 
Association members were also present during 
the signing of the said collaboration protocol. 

As part of the protocol, university students 
facing financial difficulties and struggling to 
continue their education and daily lives will 
have the opportunity to work part-time at the 
Mimoza Bazaar (Second-Hand Sales Venue) 
on the EMU campus. The proceeds from the 
bazaar will benefit both disadvantaged students 
and other community members in need, as 
well as support stray animals. In line with the 
protocol, EMU will provide the Iskele Mimoza 
Inner Wheel Association with the venue for 
the sales and, will promote this collaboration 
through the student portal, its official website 
and on-campus premises. The Association 
will supply the products and coordinate the 
required staff and work areas with EMU. 
Applications will be submitted via a dedicated 
link and online form on the EMU student 
portal, and the results will be communicated 
to the Association’s representatives by the 
EMU Rector’s Office. Additionally, under 
the protocol, Association members will have 
access to in-service training seminars and 
discounted foreign language courses at the 
Continuing Education Center.

“We will continue our Contributions to the 
Geography We live in”
Making an address during the protocol signing, 
EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kılıç said; 
“Today, we are gathered to mark the signing 
of a meaningful and valuable protocol. As 
a community-focused university, EMU is 
committed not only to providing education 
but also to strengthening its relationship 
with society and increasing its contributions. 
Through these initiatives and projects, we will 
continue to positively impact our region. We 
take pride in fulfilling this responsibility, and 
this collaboration is especially important both 
for serving the community and for giving our 
students hands-on involvement in the project”.

“EMU – The Ideal Place”
In her speech, Gülsün Korun, the Chairperson 
of Iskele Mimoza Inner Wheel Association, 
extended their thanks to EMU for their support 
in this project that brings together the society 
education and youth. Highlighting that the 
project’s proceeds will support both women and 
young people, Korun thanked Prof. Dr. Sıtkıye 
Kuter, from EMU Department of Educational 
Sciences and the project’s visionary, as well as 

EMU Vice Rector Prof. Dr. Sonuç Zorlu for their 
valuable contributions. She added that, given 
the project’s potential to benefit society in many 
ways, EMU was the ideal place to launch it.

“A First in TRNC”
EMU Faculty of Education, Department of 
Educational Sciences academic staff member 
Prof. Dr. Sıtkıye Kuter also made remarks, 
sating; “This project was a dream of mine. 
I have full confidence that it will benefit the 
community. Our project is a first in TRNC and, 
it holds great importance to realize this first 
at EMU. I would like to extend my sincerest 
appreciation and gratitude to Inner Wheel 
Association and my university in making my 
dream come true. It is a great pleasure to carry 
this project with EMU which I refer as my 
home”.

“We cannot think of the University 
Separately from Society”
In her speech, EMU Vice Rector Prof. Dr. Sonuç 
Zorlu conveyed her thanks to Iskele Mimoza 
Inner Wheel Association for their sensitive act 
and said; “We cannot think of the university 
separately from society. Students are what give 
life to the university, while society is what gives 
life to us. This project is highly meaningful in 
terms of raising awareness and will also be very 
beneficial for our students”. Prof. Dr. Zorlu 
added that, thanks to the social responsibility 
of EMU and the Inner Wheel Association, this 
collaboration will pave the way for even greater 
opportunities.

“Serving Society is Our Primary Goal”
Nesligül Onurel, Founding Chair of the Inner 
Wheel Association, expressed her gratitude to 
Prof. Dr. Sıtkıye Kuter, the project’s initiator, 
and emphasized that, in line with Inner Wheel 
principles, serving society is their primary goal. 
She added that the collaboration with EMU will 
allow them to continue advancing this mission.

EMU SIGNS COLLABORATION PROTOCOL WITH ISKELE MIMOZA 
INNER WHEEL ASSOCIATION
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Annually organized at the beginning of 
each academic semester by the Eastern 
Mediterranean University (EMU) Social 
and Cultural Activities Directorate for the 
new students joining the EMU family with 
the intention of supporting their adaptation 
period, the 28th EMU Orientation Days are 
commencing.

“Help Desks to be set up”
EMU Vice Rector for Student Affairs Prof. 
Dr. Sonuç Zorlu noted that students will 
get the opportunity to obtain information 
regarding the social, cultural and academic 
life at the university, during the orientation 
days to be held on 19 August – 30 
September 2025. Students will easily 
access such information from the help 
desks to be set up on various locations 
within EMU campus. Prof. Dr. Zorlu 
underscored that, through the EMU 28th 
Orientation Days, they aim to facilitate the 
adaptation process of the newly registered 
students, providing them with a smooth 
start for the 2025-2026 Academic Year Fall 
Semester.

Prof. Dr. Zorlu noted that, under the 
communication sponsorship of North 
Cyprus Turkcell (KKTCELL) and with 
the support of Municipality of Famagusta, 
Orientation Days will feature a wide 
range of activities—from informative 
online seminars and fun social events to 
workshops, as well as city and campus 
tours. Prof. Dr. Zorlu also stated that newly 
enrolled students will be welcomed at the 
airport and transferred to the campus, with 
all preparations completed to ensure a 
smooth and effective adaptation process.

Online and Face-to-Face Events
As part of the 28th Orientation Days, 
various seminars and events will be held 
online and face-to-face. All the online 
sessions will be delivered via Microsoft 
Teams. The events to be delivered 
within the scope of the orientation days 
include sessions such as; “Preparing 
for Undergraduate Education a EMU”, 
“Preparing for Postgraduate Education 
at EMU”, “Health and Psychological 
Support in North Cyprus”, “Banking and 
Budgeting in Cyprus”, “Residence Permit 
& Student Visa Guide”, “Job, Internship 
and Volunteering Opportunities”, “Safety 
and Support in Famagusta”, “Welcome 
to EMU”, “Urban Life” and “Adapting to 
Cultural Change”.

On 20 and 27 August 2025, online 
informative sessions will be held for 
families, providing insights on topics like 
accommodation, safety, health and life.

Between 11 & 17 September 2025, EMU-2 
Dormitory will host cinema screenings, 
karaoke, game nights, and recreational 
activities, offering students enjoyable 
moments to build new friendships and 

settle into university life more easily. 
Furthermore, from 15–19 September, 
2025, the ‘Comedy & Culture Shock2 
performance will take place at the same 
dormitory.

Furthermore, regular bus services between 
EMU-2 Dormitory and EMU Foreign 
Languages and English Preparatory School 
will be offered on 9-11-12 September 2025 
for students who will attend the English 
Proficiency Exam. 

Famagusta City Tour 
Between 15 & 20 September 2025, 
Famagusta city tours will be held to 
introduce the new students the city. Tour 
buses will leave from the Activity Center 
building. 

A Close Look into EMU through the 
Campus Tour
A tour of the campus will be carried out 

on 18 September 2025 starting at 10:00 
a.m. The tour which will begin from the 
Activity Center will make stops at Özay 
Oral Library, Lala Mustafa Paşa Sports 
Comlex, Health Center, EMU Beach Club 
and Faculties. 

Welcoming Night for New Students
A ‘Welcoming Night’ event will be 
organized on 26 September 2025 at 
06:00 p.m. at EMU Beach Club facilities. 
Administrative units, faculties and 
schools, student clubs and international 
student societies will set booths, offering 
information for the new students of the 
university. The event also feature a DJ 
performance and various fun programs. 

More information about the Orientation 
Days can be accessed via https://
oryantasyon.emu.edu.tr web address, emu.
orientation@emu.edu.tr e-mail address or 
from +90 533 833 86 00 WhatsApp line. 

EMU 28TH ORIENTATION DAYS TO COMMENCE
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Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan 
Kılıç released a message on the 51st anniversary of Liberation of 
Famagusta. The message of Prof. Dr. Kılıç reads as follows:

“With this history and cultural heritage, the city of Famagusta or 
Gazimağusa, home to our university, is among the most treasured 
cities of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. Exactly 51 
years ago, during the second phase of 1974 Peace Operation, 
the Turkish Cypriot community courageously fought for their 
freedom on these lands, demonstrating remarkable resistance and 
sacrifice, and succeeded in liberating Famagusta.

This significant day stands as a symbol of our nation’s 
unbreakable unity and our freedom, which have been entrusted to 
us by the ultimate sacrifice of our honoured martyrs. Because of 
the bravery and selflessness of our valiant veterans, we are able to 
face the future with optimism as a more resilient society.

Famagusta remains a precious gem of our country, celebrated for 
its historical legacy, cultural richness, stunning coastline, and as 
the home of EMU. As EMU, we are proud of the positive impact 
we have on the city’s social, cultural, and economic life, and I 
truly believe that our growth and progress will continue hand in 
hand with the city.

On this occasion, I warmly celebrate the 51st anniversary 
of Famagusta’s liberation. I honour our dear martyrs who 
sacrificed their lives for the homeland with deep gratitude and 
remembrance, and I respectfully salute our heroic veterans.”

EMU RECTOR PROF. DR. HASAN KILIÇ 
RELEASES A MESSAGE ON THE 

51ST ANNIVERSARY OF 
FAMAGUSTA’S LIBERATION

PROF. DR. OSMAN M. KARATEPE 
RELEASES A STATEMENT ON BEHALF 

OF EMU-ATAUM REGARDING THE 
51ST ANNIVERSART OF 

LIBERATION OF FAMAGUSTA

On behalf of Eastern Mediterranean University Atatürk 
Research and Application Center (EMU-ATAUM), Prof. Dr. 
Osman M. Karatepe released a message on the occasion of 51st 
anniversary of Famagusta’s liberation. The message by Prof. Dr. 
Karatepe reads as follows:

“Regaining its freedom during the second phase of the 1974 
Peace Operation, the city of Famagusta is one of the most 
important cities in the TRNC.
In the challenging period leading up to the 1974 Cyprus Peace 
Operation, Famagusta, known as Mağusa in Turkish, was 
designated as one of ten districts. This district comprised four 
Turkish neighbourhoods—Surlar İçi, Sakarya, Karakol, and 
Baykal—and was defended by the fighters known as ‘mücahit’, 
who successfully barred Greek Cypriots from entering these 
Turkish areas. The fighters showed remarkable resistance for 
an extended time, and with the support of the Turkish military 
forces – the Mehmetçik – during the Second Peace Operation, 
they ultimately secured victory.
After a steadfast resistance culminating in a major victory, the 
city formerly known as Mağusa was renamed Gazimağusa. The 
name change was first formalized on 9 March 1976, following 
a decision by the Municipality of Famagusta and the Council 
of Ministers of the Turkish Federated State of Cyprus. The 
official geographic adoption and legal recognition of the name 
‘Gazimağusa’ came into effect with a Confidential Decision 
dated 17 December 1980. From that point onward, all official 
matters regarding the city have used the name ‘Gazimağusa’.

On the 51st anniversary of Gazimağusa’s liberation, we honour 
with gratitude and remembrance our heroic Mücahit and 
Mehmetçik who sacrificed their lives for the prosperity and 
peace of the Turkish Cypriot people, and we pay our respectful 
and loving tribute to our veterans.”
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