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EMU LISTED ASTHE TOP OF CYPRUS

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU)
achieved a phenomenal success in Nature
Index, one of the most prestigious academic
ranking platforms worldwide. According to

the 2025 data, EMU secured the top position
across Cyprus with a contribution score (Share)
of 7.21. This outstanding performance was
primarily attributed to the influential scientific
research outputs from EMU Department of

Physics within the Faculty of Arts and Sciences.

A majority of EMU’s contribution score

came from studies published in prominent
international journals such as European
Physical Journal C and Journal of High Energy
Physics. Research in the fields of advanced
physics, such as quantum gravity, black

hole physics, and high-energy theories, has
significantly boosted the university’s output in
basic sciences and increased its international
prominence.

The studies conducted by Prof. Dr. Izzet
Sakalli, the Chair of EMU Departments

of Physics and Chemistry; Prof. Dr. Habib
Mazharimousavi, the Vice Chair of the
Department; and Department academic staff
members Prof. Dr. Omar Mustafa and Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Ali Ovgiin, exemplified EMU’s
dedication to scientific excellence.

“One of the Most Prolific and Impactful
Physics Research Centers in the Region”

A statement released by the Dean of EMU
Faculty of Arts and Sciences Prof. Dr. Mehmet
Ali Ozarslan, read; “This accomplishment
reaffirms EMU’s Department of Physics as
one of the most prolific and impactful physics
research centers, not just in Cyprus but across
the wider region. Leading the Nature Index
rankings has reinforced the university’s
reputation within the global research

A delegation from Hedef Group, one of the leading
education institutions of Azerbaijan, paid a visit to the

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), accompanied

by their Founding Chair Assoc. Prof. Dr. Samil Sadik.
The delegation visited EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan
Kilig and attended various educational programs within
the campus.

During the said visit, parties expressed their shared
intentions to strengthen educational cooperation
between the two countries and to promote student
exchange initiatives. The discussion also highlighted
the importance of implementing practical measures to
enhance Azerbaijani students’ access to universities in
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

“An Important Step for the Turkic World”

Making remarks at the meeting, EMU Rector Prof.
Dr. Hasan Kilig emphasized that they have always felt
friendship and closeness with Azerbaijan. Prof. Dr.
Kilig remarked that establishing such ties represents
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Top 10 institutions from Cyprus by Share

Institution

1. Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU)

2. University of Cyprus

6. Frederick University

7. Cyprus Institute of Neurology and Genetics (CING)

8. XeUS Technologies Ltd.

9. University of Limassol

10. Cyprus Wildlife Research Institute (CWRI)

community and underscored its ongoing
dedication to advancing scientific production
with steadfast resolve”.

EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kili¢ also made
remarks on this achievement, underscoring
that university’s outstanding performance in
scientific production has elevated its reputation
both in regional and international platforms.
Prof. Dr. Kili¢ added; “At EMU, our focus on
scientific inquiry, combined with the dedicated
efforts of our academic staff, is producing
measurable outcomes. Leading the Nature
Index is a proud moment not only for our
academic community but for all of Cyprus. Our
institution remains committed to progressing
steadily towards scientific excellence in the
years ahead”.

AZERBALJAN HEDEF GROUP VISIT
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What is Nature Index?

Launched in 2014 by Nature Portfolio, the
Nature Index is a scientific ranking system that
measures the high-impact publication output of
universities and research centers. It evaluates
articles published in disciplines such as life
sciences, earth sciences, and health sciences,
focusing on both the quality and influence of
the research. The rankings are based not only
on publication counts but also on the weighted
contributions (Share) to those publications.

By 2023, the index encompassed 146 journals,
including some of the most esteemed titles
globally, such as Nature, Science, Cell, Physical
Review Letters, and Journal of High Energy
Physics. It serves as a key reference point for
assessing academic excellence worldwide.
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Peace and Freedom Day




a significant strategic vision for EMU and noted that
this cooperation holds particular importance for the
broader Turkic world. He expressed confidence that
the relationship is grounded in mutual trust and strong
foundations. Highlighting the value the university
places on student exchange programs and outreach
efforts, Prof. Dr. Kili¢ pointed out that academic
mobility plays a key role in helping students engage
with different cultures and expand their worldviews.
Reaffirming EMU’s commitment to international
student diversity, he added that the university will
continue to advance its work in this area.

“A Matter of Great Pride for Us”

Also making an address during the visit, Founding
Chair of the Azerbaijan Hedef Group Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Samil Sadik noted that the relations between Azerbaijan
and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus dates
back 15 years. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sadik said; “Building
economic strength, particularly through education,
alongside cultural and political influence is very
important. Entering into a potential agreement with
EMU would be a great pride for us”. Stressing that
education is a continuously evolving field, Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Sadik introduced the delegation accompanying him
and expressed that forming a partnership with EMU
would be a meaningful development for Azerbaijan.

The visit concluded with an exchange of souvenirs and
a photo shoot.

Hedef Group Delegation Participated in Training at
EMU

During the visit, the Hedef Group delegation took part
in a training program organized at EMU. Prof. Dr.
Canan Zeki, Head of the Department of Educational
Sciences at EMU’s Faculty of Education, conducted

a seminar on ‘Identifying and Managing Undesirable
Behaviours in Students’. Meanwhile, EMU academic
staff member Meryem Ezel delivered a seminar entitled
‘Effective Communication and Listening Skills’,
sharing both practical techniques and theoretical
knowledge in the field of communication. The
delegation engaged attentively throughout the sessions.

A Visit to the President and the Minister of National
Education

As part of their visit, Azerbaijan Hedef Group
Delegation, accompanied by EMU Rector Prof. Dr.
Hasan Kilig, paid a courtesy visit to Ersin Tatar, the
President of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
and, Nazim Cavusoglu, the Minister of National
Education.

The discussions served as a foundation for practical
initiatives to enhance the presence of Northern Cyprus
universities in Azerbaijan and to raise the enrolment of
Azerbaijani students.



Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) and
Anadolu University (AU) signed a memorandum of
understanding to enhance the academic collaboration
between the two institutions. The agreement was
signed by EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kilig and AU
Rector Prof. Dr. Yusuf Adigiizel during a ceremony
held at Avrupa University Rector’s Office Senate
Hall.

Present during the signing session were; AU Vice
Rector Prof. Dr. Serpil Kogdar, AU Faculty of
Communication Sciences academic Prof. Dr. Murat
Barkan and Director of AU International Relations
Unit Dr. Zekiye Dogan.

The signed agreement outlines efforts to promote
and encourage both short- and long-term exchange
programs for academic staff and students. It

also includes provisions for the mutual support

of participation in various academic activities

such as courses, conferences, symposium, and
workshops. Furthermore, the agreement encompasses
commitments to enhancing the exchange of
knowledge and experience, fostering collaborative
research and joint projects, and sharing information
related to teaching and learning practices.

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING SIGNED BETWEEN
EMU AND ANADOLU UNIVERSITY

“To Strengthen the Exchange of Knowledge and
Experience”

Speaking after the ceremony, EMU Rector Prof. Dr.
Hasan Kili¢ emphasized that the collaboration would
bring significant benefits not only to the institutions
involved but also to the broader academic community.
Prof. Dr. Kilig stated, “The protocol we have signed
with Anadolu University will strengthen the exchange
of knowledge and experience, and open new horizons
in research, education, and student activity.”

“As Part of Our Commitment to
Internationalization, Our University Attaches
Great Importance to Such Partnerships”

Also making comments on the topic, AU Rector Prof.
Dr. Yusuf Adigiizel highlighted that the cooperation
protocol signed with EMU marks a key step in
reinforcing collaboration in academic and scientific
domains. Prof. Dr. Adigiizel added; “I am confident
that this agreement will contribute to both institutions
through initiatives such as joint projects and exchange
programs for students and academic staff. As part of
our commitment to internationalization, our university
attaches great importance to such partnerships”.

Protocol signing session ended with an exchange of
presents and a photo-shoot.
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Tiirk Telekom High School Summer Camp visited
EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kilig, together with
Anadolu University Rector Prof. Dr. Yusuf Adigiizel,
paid a visit to the “Tiirk Telekom High School Camp,”
organized through a collaboration between Anadolu
University and the Anadolu Software Academy, with
the support of Tiirk Telekom. During the visit, the
two rectors interacted with the participating students,
engaged in friendly discussions, and responded to
their questions. The visit also included an exchange
of ideas regarding the potential organization of a
similar camp at Eastern Mediterranean University in
the future.
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EMU SETS A FIRST IN THE TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS

YOK APPROVED ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE ENGINEERING PROGRAM

In line with its commitment to pioneering
technological advancements, Eastern
Mediterranean University (EMU) has reached
another important achievement. The Artificial
Intelligence Engineering undergraduate
program, established within EMU Faculty

of Engineering, Department of Computer
Engineering, has received official accreditation
from the Turkish Higher Education Council
(YOK), making it the first of its kind in the
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. This
accreditation also makes EMU the sole
institution in Northern Cyprus to offer a YOK-
approved Artificial Intelligence Engineering
degree.

Training Aligned with the Needs of the
Sector

As artificial intelligence technologies
increasingly transform sectors like healthcare,
transportation, finance, and defence, EMU is
pushing forward its educational vision in this
field. The program, led by EMU Faculty of
Engineering, integrates theoretical knowledge
with hands-on experience to prepare skilled
engineers equipped to fulfil the sector’s
growing needs.

Practical Training with Artificial
Intelligence Laboratory

Within the framework of the program, the
Atrtificial Intelligence Laboratory built within
the body of EMU has been equipped with
cutting-edge high-performance computers,
thanks to the support of the EMU Rector’s

Office. This facility will enable students to
engage in hands-on projects covering fields
like machine learning, deep learning, natural
language processing, and robotics.

Internationally Recognized Diploma

With YOK accreditation, graduates of the
Artificial Intelligence Engineering Program
will earn diplomas that hold international
recognition. The program is open to both local
and international students and incorporates
interdisciplinary elements such as ethics

and social responsibility into its curriculum
alongside engineering studies.

Up-to-Date Curriculum That Prepares for
Future

The 4-year long undergraduate program
combines different fields such as computer
engineering, mathematics, statistics and ethics.
The curriculum focuses on topics including
deep learning, image processing, natural
language processing, artificial nerve networks,
mass data analysis and robotic systems.
Furthermore, the program prepares students
for professional life through a mandatory Final
Project and internship experience prior to
graduation.

Application Period Continues

Citizens of the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus and international students can submit
applications for the Artificial Intelligence
Engineering Program via https://www.emu.
edu.tr address.

On the other hand, Republic of Tiirkiye
citizens can enrol to the said program through
OSYM placement system. For the 2025-2026
Academic Year, YOK has allocated a quota of
60 people.

EMU Rector and Faculty of Engineering
Made Remarks

Head of the EMU Department of Computer
Engineering Prof. Dr. Zeki Bayram made
remarks on the topic, saying; “It is a notable
development that our Artificial Intelligence
undergraduate program, which started
enrolling students in the Fall 2023 semester
with YODAK approval, has now also obtained
YOK accreditation. This accreditation
confirms the quality of education we provide
and assures our students that their diplomas
will be recognized internationally, allowing
them to pursue their studies with confidence”.

Dean of EMU Faculty of Engineering Prof.
Dr. Hiiseyin Ozkaramanli said; “This program
is not just an undergraduate program, it is
also a vision for raising individuals who
would contribute to the future of artificial
intelligence”.

Lastly, EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kilig
addressed the topic and said; “Delivering
top-tier education in Artificial Intelligence
depends on both a robust academic program
and advanced technological resources. In
this context, we are proud to provide our
students with a globally competitive learning
environment”.

Eastern Mediterranean
University



DUAL POSTGRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAM TO BE
CARRIED OUT BETWEEN EMU AND UPPA UNIVERSITY

Within the scope of the collaboration protocol
run between the Eastern Mediterranean
University (EMU) and Pau et Pays de L’ Adour
University (UPPA), dual “Mathematics”
master’s program, carried out by EMU
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Department of
Mathematics’ “Mathematics” master’s program
and Pau et Pays de L’ Adour University’s
“Mathematical Modelling and Simulation”
master’s program, will commence admitting
students.

Through this program, students who meet the
academic requirements of both institutions will
graduate with individual master’s degrees from
each university. During their studies, they will
attend courses at both universities at different
stages, allowing them to gain a diverse and
enriching academic and cultural experience.
The initial phase of the program will take place
at EMU, after which students will complete
their remaining studies at UPPA in France and
graduate.

EMU Faculty of Arts and Sciences Dean, Prof.
Dr. Mehmet Ali Ozarslan, emphasized that the

dual degree program—developed through the
collaboration of two Mathematics Departments
recognized by global ranking organizations
like Times Higher Education (THE)—will
offer students a strong academic background.
Moreover, Prof. Dr. Ozarslan noted that the
program not only allows students to experience
diverse educational systems and engage with
international academic communities, but also
equips them with the skills needed to compete
on a global level. Prof. Dr. Ozarslan further
highlighted the importance of combining the
academic perspectives of two countries within
a universal discipline like mathematics, offering
students a highly valuable learning experience.

Prof. Dr. Ali Hakan Ulusoy, Director of

the EMU Institute for Graduate Studies

and Research stated that the dual diploma
programs are a reflection of university’s
internationalization vision in postgraduate
studies, saying; “While contributing to

the academic studies of our students, such
collaborations also significantly contribute their
cultural and professional development. As EMU,
we remain committed to increasing scientific

Mathematics and Mathematical Modelling and Simulation

WILL START STUDENT ADMISSIONS

productivity and, raising graduates who are
individuals ready for global competition”.

EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kili¢ highlighted
that international collaborations significantly
contribute to the university’s global academic
presence and affirmed that dual degree
programs reflect EMU’s academic excellence.
He noted that through strong partnerships with
prestigious universities worldwide, EMU offers
students the opportunity to receive an education
that transcends borders. Prof. Dr. Kilig also
expressed confidence that the newly initiated
dual master’s program between EMU and UPPA
will enhance the university’s scientific output,
and underscored their commitment to supporting
students as they pursue a globally connected
academic path.

Applications for the program can be submitted
via https://applyonline.emu.edu.tr/ web address.
More information regarding the program can
be obtained by contacting 0533 820 6332
WhatsApp line or from https://fas.emu.edu.tr
webpage.
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“ICDIMSE 2.0” CONFERENCE HELD IN
COLLABORATIONS OF EMU FACULTY OF
ARCHITECTURE AND SATHYABAMA UNIVERSITY

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU)
Faculty of Architecture and Sathyabama
University from India co-organized the “2nd
International Conference on Design Innovations
and Management for Sustainable Environment”
(ICDIMSE 2.0). Hosted by India, the conference
focused on environmental design and innovation
in line with the sustainable development goals.

Vice Chancellor of the Sathyabama University
Dr. T. Sasi Prabha delivered an opening address
for the conference. On the other hand, EMU Vice
Rector for Academic Affairs Prof. Dr. Osman M.
Karatepe joined the event online, delivering an
opening speech for the attendees. Both speakers
underlined the multidimensional academic
contribution of the event and the importance of
global collaborations.

The conference, attended by distinguished
experts globally both onsite and online, featured
invited speakers such as Prof. Dr. Resmiye Alpar
Atun, Dean of EMU Faculty of Architecture;

Dr. Yu Chao from Business Departmentat the
Chung Hua University; Dr. Sahar Attia, retired
professor from Cairo University and member of
the Egyptian Parliament; and Dr. Lidia Badarnah
from UWE Bristol. Throughout the simultaneous
sessions, many researchers and scholars engaged

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU),
Faculty of Tourism, Tourism Management
Doctoral Program students Fetine Bayraktar
and Niusha Talebzadeh attended the

6th Conference on Managing Tourism

Across Continents (MTCON’25) held in
Istanbul, successfully representing EMU

at an international level. Organized by the
Association of Turkish Tourism Academics
(TUADER) with the theme of “Tourism for a
Better World”, the conference hosted over 400
academics from 55 different countries, serving
as a significant international and scientific hub.
Many prominent journal editors also attended
the said event.

EMU’s Institutional and Academic
Contributions to the Conference

Organized under the leadership of the
Association of Turkish Tourism Academics
(TUADER), this year’s congress was hosted
by Istanbul Gedik University, with co-chair
support from the University of Wolverhampton
and the Rochester Institute of Technology. Key
institutions such as the Republic of Tiirkiye
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the Tourism
Promotion and Development Agency (TGA),
Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Tourism
Branch, TUBITAK, and Turkish Airlines
provided substantial contributions. Eastern
Mediterranean University, joining forces with
20 other universities, took part in the joint
university platform and offered academic
support to the event.

-

in insightful debates, contributing significantly to
the scientific discourse.

Prof. Dr. Remsiye Alpar Atun, the Dean of EMU
Faculty of Architecture noted the faculty has
prioritized academic quality for over 30 years.
Prof. Dr. Atun said; “Our faculty delivers an
educational setting that goes beyond technical
knowledge, encouraging innovation, personal
growth, and critical thinking. Engaging in
international collaborations and shared academic
platforms is a fundamental aspect of our vision.”

Prof. Dr. Atun shared her pleasure about
ICDIMSE 2.0 being held face-to-face after its

EMU FACULTY TOURISM PH.D. STUDENTS ATTEND THE 6TH
CONFERENCE ON MANAGING TOURISM ACROSS CONTINENTS

initial online edition during the pandemic. She
highlighted the significant value of such events
in promoting awareness and formulating new
approaches in sustainable environmental design.

Thanking everyone who has contributed to the
event, the speakers and all the participants,

Prof. Dr. Atun concluded her speech by

sharing that the upcoming 3rd ICDIMSE
conference is planned to be hosted by EMU

in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
(TRNC), in continued collaboration with current
partners. She warmly invited all academics and
researchers to join this future gathering at EMU.
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EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kilig and EMU
Vice Rector for Academic Affairs Prof. Dr.
Osman M. Karatepe institutionally contributed
to the conference by participating in the
Advisory and Honorary Boards of the said
event. On the other hand, EMU Tourism
Research Center Coordinator Assoc. Prof.

Dr. Hamed Rezapouraghdam took part in the
Scientific Board of the conference, contributing
in shaping of academic content.

At the event, Fetine Bayraktar delivered

a presentation titled “Revolutionizing
Hospitality: Managerial Insights into Digital
Transformation in Tourism”. On the other
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hand, Niusha Talebzadeh contributed to the
event with her presentation titled “Boosting
Customer Brand Commitment by Designing
Ethical Al Systems in the Hospitality
Industry”. Eastern Mediterranean University’s
Faculty of Tourism took an active role in the
congress by delivering oral presentations and
engaging in the panels and training sessions
organized during the event. The congress not
only provided a fulfilling academic experience
but also played a significant role in enhancing
networking opportunities and promoting
academic cooperation among researchers and
academics.



TOLES GRADUATES MEET AT EMU CAREER DAYS

As part of the 13th International Career Days,
Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU)
Alumni Communication and Career Research
Directorate (MIKA) organized ‘TOLES
Graduates Summit’ in collaboration with the
EMU Faculty of Law, EMU Law Club, and the
TOLES (Test of Legal English Skills) Promotion
and Events Team operating under the EMU
Law Club. Held at LA1 Amphitheatre at EMU
Faculty of Law building, the event brought

the Law Department and, Translation and
Interpretation students together with individuals
who achieved great success in their respective
careers.

The event was attended by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Arzu
Alibaba, the Acting Dean of EMU Faculty of
Law; Assist. Prof. Dr. Emine Kogano Rodoslu,
the Vice Dean of EMU Faculty of Law; Assist.
Prof. Dr. Mutlu Kale, the Director of EMU
Foreign Languages and English Preparatory
School; Assist. Prof. Dr. Nazime Beysan, EMU
Law Club Coordinator; and Senior Instructor
Zehra Ertay from TOLES program.

TOLES Program and Exam Coordinator, Senior
Instructor Peril S. Emiroglular: delivered

the opening speech of the event, reminding
everyone that EMU has been an active center of
TOLES examinations since 2012. Emiroglulart
stressed that EMU’s leading role in the field of
TOLES. Moreover, Emiroglulari also touched
on the TOLES Promotion and Events Team

which has recently been launched in the 2024-
2025 Academic Year under the body of Law
Club, saying that the said team was established
with the aim of promoting and increasing

the recognition of the program. Emiroglular:
noted that the team is focused on enhancing
and updating the TOLES program content on
the EMU Faculty of Law website, while also
striving to expand its reach to a wider audience
via the newly launched official EMU TOLES
Instagram account.

Guest speakers who are experts in their
respective fields participated in the event and
shared their experiences with the attending
students. Among them were Iskenderun Court
Judge Esma Nilsu Karadag, Prosecutor Hiiseyin
Gokhan Eser from the Law Department of the
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, Legal

TOLES MEZUNLARI ZIRVESI

Advisor and Lawyer Selin Faydalitiirk, Lawyer
Tutku Ece Akin from Karatas & Partners Law
Firm and, Translator and Interpreter Feza Kilgin.

Attracting interest from many students, the event
highlighted the importance of the TOLES Legal
English Exams—renowned internationally and
favoured by top global law firms. Speakers
shared how earning the TOLES certificate
marked the beginning of their legal careers

and offered insights into the opportunities and
challenges students may face in the profession.
The event concluded on an inspiring note,
enriched by thoughtful questions from attendees.
In a statement, the EMU Rector’s Office
expressed pride in serving as a center for this
prestigious international exam, emphasizing the
exceptional opportunity it offers to both students
and the wider community.

TOLES EXAMINATION WAS HELD AT THE EMU FACULTY OF LAW

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU)
Faculty of Law successfully held the 2024-2025
Academic Year Spring Semester TOLES (Test

of Legal English Skills) examination. The exam,
which was organized in collaborations with EMU
Continuous Education Center (EMU-CEC), EMU
Foreign Languages and English Preparatory
School (FLEPS) and Faculty of Law, was
attended by total of 27 people.

Prior to the UK-based TOLES exam that
evaluates professional proficiency in Legal
English, two candidates shared their experiences
regarding the exam and training process.

Damla Davarci, an EMU Law Faculty graduate
currently practicing law in Bursa, and Arzu

Alp, a graduate of EMU Faculty of Arts and
Sciences, Department of English Translation and
Interpreting, both spoke in an interview about
how the TOLES training positively impacted
their professional growth. They also expressed
their appreciation for the comprehensive and
professional preparation offered by EMU.

“While Opening Doors Abroad, TOLES also
contributes to Personal Development”

Damla Davarci, one of the candidates taking

the TOLES exam, emphasized the importance

of proficiency in legal English for a successful
professional career. Currently working at her
father’s law firm, Davarct highlighted how
valuable the TOLES training has been, especially
when handling translations for international cases.
Davarci viewed the TOLES exam not just as an
assessment tool but as an investment in the future,
noting, “Many legal professionals in Tiirkiye

lack knowledge of legal English, which causes
significant problems. TOLES not only opens

doors abroad but also contributes to personal
development.” She strongly recommended that
law students participate in TOLES program,
stating, “This program will make a difference in
your career. With the support of our instructors,
invest in yourself and your future”.

“Holds Great Importance in terms of
Professional Competency”

Another candidate, Arzu Alp, viewed the

process as a crucial step in both her academic
and professional growth. She explained that her
motivation for taking the exam was to validate
her academic skills and acquire an internationally
recognized certificate, which she believes

will be highly beneficial. Alp highlighted that
mastering legal English at a professional level
has enhanced her ability to comprehend and
interpret documents more effectively, making her
professional life easier. She stressed that TOLES
is important not only for language development
but also for demonstrating professional
proficiency. Alp noted, “This exam builds your
confidence and proves useful in any other tests

you undertake,” emphasizing the broad benefits
of the TOLES qualification.

Vice Deans of EMU Faculty of Law Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Demet Celik Ulusoy and Assist. Prof. Dr.
Emine Kogano Rodoslu, exam invigilator and
EMU Foreign Languages Unit academic staff
member Asli Géneng and, TOLES Program
—TOLES Exams Coordinator academic staff
member Peril S. Emiroglulari were present on the
exam day. Prior to the exam, a commemorative
photo was taken with participants and academics.

EMU Faculty of Law has been organizing the
TOLES Exam since 2012, offering access to

an internationally recognized certificate for
graduates and professionals who actively work in
the field of law.

More information regarding the TOLES exam can
be accessed from the website of EMU Faculty of
Law faculty (https://hukuk.emu.edu.tr/en) or the
official Instagram account of the TOLES program
(@emutolesofficial).



AWARDS OF “JUST LIKE A SHORT FILM"”

REELS COMPETITION PRESENTED AT EMU

The “Kisa Film Tadinda / Just Like a Short Film”
Reels Competition organized by the Eastern
Mediterranean University (EMU), Faculty of
Communication, Department of Radio, Cinema
and TV has concluded with an awards ceremony
held at Prof. Dr. Aysel Aziz Conference Hall.
Offering a platform for young talents to showcase
their creative storytelling techniques, the
competition aims to increase the youth’s interest in
media and cinema sector.

Delivering a speech at the event, Prof. Dr. Bahire
Efe Ozad, the Chair of EMU Department of
Radio, Cinema and TV, expressed her appreciation
to all academic and administrative personnel,

jury members, supporting institutions and,
attending students who have contributed to the
competition. Prof. Dr. Ozad Ozad remarked that
the competition infused the faculty with vibrant
energy by engaging the enthusiasm of the youth,
and she extended her congratulations to the young
participants for their bravery in joining and their
accomplishments.

In his address, EMU Faculty of Communication
Dean Prof. Dr. Metin Ersoy underscored the
importance of the competition, pointing out that
the event offers students a platform to express
their ideas and share their creativity with the
community. Prof. Dr. Ersoy also mentioned that
events like these play a valuable role in supporting
young people’s career development and expressed
the university’s commitment to nurturing
emerging talents.

Also attending the event, EMU Vice Rector for
Financial Affairs Prof. Dr. Salih Katircioglu
emphasized that the competition provides a
significant opportunity for high school students

to acquire knowledge and practical experience

in cinema and new media. He further noted that
such events enable students to start their university
education with greater readiness.

Delivering a speech on behalf of Afsen
Construction Ltd., one of the key sponsors of the
event, Director Arif Koroglu conveyed their pride
and joy in supporting young talents and expressed
their wish to see more initiatives that foster
creativity among youth.

The works of young participants were carefully
reviewed by a jury composed of industry
professionals, including Mehmet Ekin Vaiz

and Giilgen Er¢in, directors of Neydi Olacagi
advertising platform; Ahmet Yalgin, administrator
of the Durumcuklar page; and EMU Cinema and
Television Department faculty members Assist.
Prof. Dr. Bar¢in Bogag, Assist. Prof. Dr. Pembe
Behgetogullari, and Assist. Prof. Dr. Yetin Arslan.
The submissions were evaluated and scored based
on storytelling, technical skill, originality, and
emotional resonance.

Ranking Students and Their Work

Havin Ceylan, a student from Iskele Trade High
School, won the Instagram video with the highest
views for her piece titled “Kii¢iik Mutluluklar”.
After the jury’s assessment, first place was
awarded to Meliz Bahri from Biilent Ecevit
Anatolian High School for her video “Anida Sakli
Mutluluk” while the second-place prize went to
Zahra Aghayeva from Atatiirk Vocational High
School for her work “Benimle Bir Giin”.




EMU DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION DELIVERS
TRAINING SEMINAR FOR PRACTICE SCHOOL TEACHERS
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Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) Faculty of Education,
Department of Special Education held a training seminar for educators who
work at practice schools as part of the undergraduate program. Held at the
Assist. Prof. Dr. Ali Civelek Hall, the seminar featured Special Education
Department academics Prof. Dr. Salih Cakmak and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tamer
Karakog as speakers. Educators working at practice schools and, academics

ECOLOGICAL JUSTICE
DISCUSSED AT EMU
FACULTY OF
COMMUNICATION

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU)
Center of Research and Communication
for Peace (CRCP) and Faculty of
Communication co-organized an event
titled “Ecological Justice for Future”
with the aim of drawing attention on
environment and ecology. Held at the
Prof. Dr. Aysel Aziz Conference Hall at
EMU Faculty of Communication, the
event featured environmental activist
Hasan Sarpten.

Approaching the notion of ‘ecological
justice’ within a multi-dimensional
framework, Sarpten emphasized

the impact of education system on
environmental consciousness, the
transforming power of civil society,
environmental inequities and individual/
social responsibilities. Moreover, he
also discussed how local and global

from the department articipated in the event.

The first part of seminar focused on “Behaviour Change and Positive

Behavioural Support Practices”. Delivered by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tamer
Karakog, the session highlighted effective intervention methods for
managing challenging behaviours faced by teachers working with

special needs students in classroom environments. Key points included
the significance of functional behaviour assessments, the use of positive
reinforcement, and the development of personalized behaviour plans in the
process of behaviour modification.

The second part of the seminar covered the topic of “Sexual Education
Practices in Special Education” by Prof. Dr. Salih Cakmak who presented
extensive information regarding sexual education practices for individuals
with special needs. The session highlighted the critical need to support
individuals with developmental disabilities, focusing on ensuring their
privacy, security, and overall well-being.

Attending educators shared their contentment on participating at the

said event and, noted that such seminars contribute their professional

development.

environmental policies are interconnected
and highlighted the solutions being
proposed to address the climate crisis.

Who is Hasan Sarpten?

Teaching biology since 2004, Sarpten
assumed responsibilities in school
administration since 2021. He currently
serves as the principal of Sht. Turgut
Secondary School.

Taking active roles in various non-
governmental organizations in the early
2000s, Sarpten has become a key figure
in Cyprus’s environmental movement.
He is the founder of the nature-oriented
online publication yesilkibris.org, has
supported the creation of ecology-
focused educational curricula, and has
been instrumental in the founding of
several environmental initiatives.
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EMU-PDRAM SOUTH CAMPUS UNIT ORGANIZES
ART THERAPY WORKSHOP FOR STUDENTS

Eastern Mediterranean University’s Psychological
Counseling, Guidance and Research Center (EMU-
PDRAM) South Campus Unit organized an art
therapy workshop for EMU students. The event
was conducted under the leadership of EMU-
PDRAM South Campus Unit’s Senior Instructor
and Psychologist Giiler Atag Buldu, along with
Academic Staff Member and Psychologist Ozlem
Erginsoylu.

The workshop utilized art therapy methods to help

students express their creativity. It aimed to enable

participants to uncover their emotions, thoughts,
and needs, while offering a secure environment

for them to share their experiences with the insight

they developed throughout the process.

EMU-PDRAM South Campus highlighted in
their statement that the center’s group activities

are specifically developed to promote students’
mental well-being, improve their ability to express
themselves, and reinforce their stress management
skills. The statement further noted that a variety
of mental health services focused on prevention,
development, and protection—designed to support
students both academically and socially—will be

continuously expanded and diversified.

EMU-PDRAM SOUTH CAMPUS UNIT HOLDS AN EVENT TITLED
‘AWARENESS-BASED RELAXATION PRACTICES PRIOR EXAMS'’

Eastern Mediterranean University
Psychological Counselling, Guidance and
Research Center (EMU-PDRAM) South
Campus Unit organized a seminar titled
‘Awareness-based Relaxation Practices
Prior Exams’. Aiming to help students
with stress management during pre-exam
periods, the event featured EMU-PDRAM
South Campus Unit senior instructor and
Psychologist Giiler Atas Buldu.

Delivered in English and Turkish
languages, the workshop focused on
mindfulness exercises, breathing and
relaxation techniques and strategies for
reducing exam anxiety. It also featured
practical activities designed to enhance

focus and concentration, regulate mental
functions, and promote bodily relaxation
and awareness. During the seminar,
students recognized the stress and anxiety
they face before exams and were taught
effective coping strategies. The interactive
sessions provided participants with the
chance to experience techniques they can
use both in everyday situations and during
exam times.

In a statement, EMU-PDRAM South
Campus Unit emphasized that such
events help students strengthen their
psychological resilience, thereby
positively impacting their academic
performance. The statement also

confirmed that EMU-PDRAM will carry on
with its efforts to support students.




EMU RECTOR PROF. DR. HASAN KILIC RELEASED

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) Rector
Prof. Dr. Hasan Kilig released a message on the 51st
anniversary of 20 July Cyprus Peace Operation and
the 20 July Peace and Freedom Day. The message by
Prof. Dr. Kilig reads as follows:

“We celebrate the 51st Anniversary of the 20

July 1974 Peace Operation—an historic turning
point in the Turkish Cypriot people’s struggle for
existence—and our Peace and Freedom Day by
once again recognizing the profound importance of
living in peace, safety, and liberty. Initiated by the
Turkish Armed Forces to restore peace and order on
the island, the operation safeguarded the presence of
the Turkish Cypriot community, prevented Cyprus’s
annexation by Greece, and allowed Turkish Cypriots
to reclaim their peace and freedom. This meaningful
day represents not only a military intervention but
also a defining moment in the Turkish Cypriots’
fight for freedom, equality, and dignity. Without a
doubt, the fact that Turkish Cypriots can live freely
and securely today under their own flag in their own
homeland is owed to the foundation laid by the 20
July Peace Operation.

Following this pivotal event, the current borders of
Cyprus were established, and the foundations of the
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus were laid. As
Turkish Cypriots, on the 51st Anniversary of the 20
July Peace Operation, we continue our lives, now for

A MESSAGE ON 20 JULY PEACE AND FREEDOM DAY

42 years, in our own sovereign republic, living freely,
fearlessly, with our heads held high and in safety,
looking forward to the future with hope. Thanks to 20
July, the Turkish Cypriot community has been able

to exist with its own identity and build a democratic
society. We have made significant progress across all
fields, from education and health to science and the
arts.

As the Eastern Mediterranean University, we move
forward with a strong awareness of the importance
of peace and freedom, upholding a philosophy

that prioritizes scientific advancement, social
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consciousness, and universal principles.

With these feelings and thoughts, we honour and
remember with respect and gratitude the martyrs who
sacrificed their lives for independence, our freedom
struggle leader Dr. Fazil Kiigiik, our Founding
President Rauf Raif Denktas, Tiirkiye’s Prime
Minister at the time Biilent Ecevit, and Deputy Prime
Minister Necmettin Erbakan. I express my gratitude
to the heroic Turkish Army, our veterans, and our
freedom fighters. I sincerely wish everyone a joyful
20 July Peace and Freedom Day and hope for year
filled with peace and prosperity.”

EMU-SAGAM CHAIR ASSIST. PROF. DR. BURAK ALI CiCEK ISSUES

A STATEMENT REGARDING THE STRAY DO GS ENCOUNTERED AT THE BEACHES

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU)

Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Biological Sciences
Department Head and EMU Underwater Research
and Imaging Center (SAGAM) Chair Assist. Prof.
Dr. Burak Ali Cigek issued a statement regarding
the stray dogs encountered at the beaches which
cause great threat against sea turtles. The statement
reads as follows:

“Stray Dogs Cause Harms to Natural Life”

Sea turtles that nest on our beaches are key
representatives of our island’s rich biodiversity and
serve as important symbols. They are valuable not
only for maintaining ecological balance but also for
their economic contribution through eco-tourism.

However, there are various challenges we must
address to ensure their protection.

A major threat we have been facing recently,
particularly in the Iskele - Gazimagusa area, comes
from stray dogs. While cages are used to protect the
nests, adult female turtles have still been attacked
and killed. In fact, eight female turtles have been
killed by dogs along the Iskele - Gazimagusa shores
this year.

Many of the stray dogs are hunting or commercially
valuable breeds. This issue stems from people
abandoning their pets when they no longer want to
care for them. Owners who do not fully understand

the responsibilities of pet ownership often abandon
their animals, which harms the well-being of the
animals and endangers the natural ecosystem.

The attempts by the relevant institutions to
capture and transfer the dogs to shelters have
been inadequate. Without a prompt resolution, the
likelihood that the soon-to-emerge hatchlings will
successfully make it to the sea is very slim.

The Veterinary Department, working together
with local municipalities, is setting up shelters and
moving stray dogs into these centers to tackle the
issue. Nonetheless, simply constructing shelters

is insufficient. Releasing street animals back into
nature is not a genuine act of ‘kindness’.

We call on all animal rights groups and dog
enthusiasts to support the immediate removal

of these dogs from the area and to aid in their
adoption. It is crucial to report those who abandon
their dogs on the streets to the authorities.
Furthermore, pet adoption regulations should be
revised to prioritize animal welfare, with proper
identification for animals and the implementation of
rigorous monitoring systems.”



Fndl ) Je<t in EMU

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), Vice
Rector for Academic Affairs Prof. Dr. Osman M.
Karatepe released a message on behalf of EMU
Atatiirk Research and Application Center (EMU-
ATAUM) on the 51st anniversary of 20 July Peace
and Freedom Day. The message released by Prof.
Dr. Karatepe reads as follows:

“The 20th of July holds a great importance in the
Turkish Cypriot history. This date signifies the
foundation of the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus (TRNC), ensuring the safety of the Turkish
Cypriot people and achieving their prosperity and
freedom.

The social conflicts between the Turkish Cypriot
and Greek Cypriot communities started in 1955
with EOKA’s dreadful actions against the Turks.
From then on, EOKA actively pursued the
organization of Enosis and a 19-year struggle
commencing at night of 1 April 1955 and
continuing until 20 July 1974 began. From 1955 to
1974, the Turkish Cypriot community faced intense
struggles in all areas. In this difficult chapter of
history, the dedication and steadfast support of

Dr. Fazil Kiigiik, the leader of the Turkish Cypriot
community, stand out as profoundly important and
will remain etched in collective memory.

On 15 July, 1974, after the Greek Junta’s coup
against Makarios, Turkey, one of the guarantor
powers, was forced to take military action on the
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PROF. DR. OSMAN M. KARATEPE RELEASED A MESSAGE
ON BEHALF OF EMU-ATAUM ON THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF 20 JULY PEACE AND FREEDOM DAY

island. Prime Minister Biilent Ecevit was given full
authority to implement all necessary measures for
the nation’s interests and safety. Ecevit publicly
stated that the operation was aimed “not at war, but
at peace; not only to bring peace to the Turks but
also to the Greeks”, thereby marking the beginning
of the operation. Consequently, based on Article

4 of the London Agreement, the Cyprus Peace
Operation was launched on 20 July, 1974.

The goal of the operation was to safeguard
the Turkish Cypriot community and restore
constitutional order on the island. Rauf Raif
Denktas, then President of the Turkish Cypriot
Administration, informed the public with the
announcement: “Today, at this very moment,

SN

the brave Turkish Armed Forces are conducting
landings across Cyprus from both air and sea. May
your victory be joyous”.

From that date forward, the effort to secure the
existence of the Turkish Cypriot people was
successfully achieved. The Turkish Federated State
of Cyprus (TFSC) was established on 13 February,
1975, and this journey culminated with the creation
of the TRNC on 15 November, 1983.

On this significant day, we wholeheartedly
commemorate all the martyrs, salute our veterans
and wish the Turkish Cypriot community a joyful
20 July Peace and Freedom Day.”

EMU DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING ORGANIZES

HONOUR - HIGH HONOUR CERTIFICATE CEREMONY

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU),

Faculty of Engineering, Department of Industrial
Engineering organized a Honour — High

Honour Certificate Ceremony for Industrial and
Management Engineering Programs’ students who
have demonstrated outstanding success during the
2024 — 2025 Academic Year Fall Semester. The
Ceremony also included a cocktail party.

During the ceremony held at the Faculty of
Engineering, certificates of achievement were
awarded to the successful students by the
former Head of the Industrial Engineering
Department, Assist. Prof. Dr. Emine
Atasoylu, together with other academic staff.
In her address, Assist. Prof. Dr. Atasoylu

congratulated the students on their success,
underscoring that accomplishments like these
play a crucial role in advancing their career
paths and bringing them closer to their future
ambitions. She further noted that this success
reflects the students’ commitment and hard
work and extended her thanks to all who
participated.




EMU ORGANIZES A CHILDREN’S BALL FORTHE
STUDENTS OF SOS CHILDREN'’S VILLAGE

With the sponsorship of Afik Group and
Ceasar Resort, Eastern Mediterranean
University (EMU) Faculty of Tourism and
Community Involvement Center (CIC)
co-organized a special children’s ball for the
students of the SOS Children’s Village. The
event which has been annually organized
by EMU over the last 16 years, was held at
Latomia 1933 located in Kyrenia.

Around 120 people attended the event
including the SOS Children’s Village
Assistant Director Miiniir Yiicekal, CEO
of Afik Group Jack Afik, one of the Group
Directors Ozkan Karaagag, Chair of EMU
Community Involvement Center Assist.
Prof. Dr. Nazenin Ruso Kandemir and the
students of SOS Children’s Village.

During the event that united EMU students
with children from SOS Children’s
Village, EMU students greeted the kids
dressed in playful costumes and hosted
a range of vibrant and educational
activities throughout the day. The event
began with painting workshops for the
children, followed by a DJ performance,
face painting, ball games, and numerous
other fun-filled activities that created an
enjoyable atmosphere for the children.

At the event, SOS students showcased
dance performances they had
choreographed, while international students
studying at EMU enriched the program
with traditional dances from their own
cultures. The event also included the
presentation of various gifts to the children.
Making an address, Afik Group CEO

Jack Afik invited SOS Children’s Village

students to another event to take place at
the Aqua Park located at their facilities in
Iskele.

At the end of the evening, Assist. Prof. Dr.
Nazenin Ruso Kandemir, Chair of the EMU
Community Involvement Center, together
with Miiniir Yiicekal representing SOS
Children’s Village, presented a certificate of
appreciation and a gift to Jack Afik, a long-
standing sponsor of the event.

Furthermore, Assist. Prof. Dr. ilkay
Yorganci, Acting Dean of the EMU

Faculty of Tourism, warmly thanked

all the students, academic staff, and
generous sponsors who contributed to this
meaningful event. Assist. Prof. Dr. Yorganci
highlighted that initiatives like this play a
vital role in strengthening the university’s
connection with the community.




STUDENTS CLUB GATHERING HELD AT EMU

Esatern Mediterranean University (EMU), Social
and Cultural Activities Directorate organized
“2024-2025 Academic Year Student Clubs
Gathering” event at the EMU Rector’s Office
Building Poolside. The event was organized to
celebrate the 2024-2025 Academic Year, honour the
chairs and executive board members, advisors and
instructors of the clubs.

The event commenced with a short promotional
video consisting of work and achievements of
EMU student clubs throughout the year, and
continued with the opening speeches.

“We Have 53 Active Clubs”

In her speech, EMU Vice Rector for Student
Affairs Prof. Dr. Sonug Zorlu remarked; “Social
life holds as much significance as academic life
within universities. S%nudent clubs reflect the
vibrant and positive ;girit of campus life. At our
university, there are 53 active clubs operating under
the Directorate of Social and Cultural Activities.
Each of these clubs works diligently and with
great commitment. I extend my sincere thanks to
all club members for their valuable contributions
and wish them ongoing success. We look forward
to continuing our efforts next year with the same
passion and determination”.

“EMU is More Than a University — It is a Way
of Life”
EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kili¢ also made an
address during the event, saying; “Tonight marks a
truly special and meaningful occasion at EMU. As
we bring the academic year to an end, this gathering
has provided a valuable opportunity to reflect on
AR our achievements and share the pride we feel in all
& ( (@) Exstern Mediterranean that has been accomplished. Throughout the year,
el : =g you have worked with remarkable dedication and
< energy. You have demonstrated that EMU is not
R T . CiauLU only an institution of academic excellence but also
—tf. = e i " =% one that serves the community in many ways—
N & N (= v )’ 4" ! 5 ~- B throu%lh initiatives that support students’ social
| ' f : ‘T 4 growth and prepare them for the future. With a
shared vision, you have shown creativity, produced
meaningful outcomes, and created lasting impact.
EMU is more than a university, it is a way of life.
Each social and cultural activity adds unique value
to our university experience. I would like to express
my sincere gratitude to all clubs and everyone
who contributed. Your efforts and the remarkable
activities you’ve carried out have made a powerful
impression”.

Plaques and Certificates of Achievement
Presented

As part of the event, student assistants who work at
the EMU Social and Cultural Activities Directorate
were presented with plaque in recognition of

% Eastern Mediterranean
U University




their devoted work. Furthermore, certificates
of appreciation were presented to advisors and
instructors. On the other hand, club chairs and
executive board members received certificates of
achievement.

The certificates and plaques were presented by
EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kilig, EMU Vice
Rector Prof. Dr. Sonug¢ Zorlu, EMU Social and
Cultural Activities Director Cemal Kilig, EMU
Social and Cultural Actitivities Directorate Unit
Supervisor Cigdem Duvarct and EMU Social
and Cultural Activities Directorate staff member
Mustafa Cakici.

Raffle Event Held

At the end of the evening, gifts donated by sponsor
companies for student clubs were distributed
through a raffle. The draw was conducted by Alper
Onder, a member of the Software and Artificial
Intelligence Development Club. After the raffle, the
prizes were handed over to the lucky students.
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