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“Mülkiyeli Şair Cemal Süreya” 
Arts and Politics Workshop 
Commences

EMU Signs Collaboration Protocol 
with Tangül Ünal Çağıner 
Children’s Foundation

Winter Game Jam Excitement at EMU

GAZİ UNIVERSITY’S IMPORTANT VISIT TO EMU

EMU SIGNS A JOB-ASSURED COLLABORATION PROTOCOL 
WITH A GERMAN COMPANY

Gazi University (GU) Rector Prof. Dr. Uğur 

Ünal and a delegation accompanying him, 

paid a courtesy visit to Eastern Mediterranean 

University (EMU) Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan 

Kılıç on Wednesday, 15 January 2025 at 10:30 

a.m. Present during the visit were EMU Vice 

Rectors Prof. Dr. Osman M. Karatepe, Prof. Dr. 

Salih Katırcıoğlu, Prof. Dr. Sonuç Zorlu and 

Prof. Dr. Ali Öztüren, Vice Rector of the Gazi 

University Prof. Dr. Serhat Karyeyen, Rector 

Consultant Prof. Dr. Togay Seçkin Birbudak, 

and the Direcor of the Gazi University Distance 

Education Application and Research Center 

Prof. Dr. Mutlu Tahsin Üstündağ. During the 

visit, Prof. Dr. Ünal noted that their visit to EMU 

was the first official visit he had since assuming 

the office at Gazi University. Expressing his 

contentment for being at EMU, 

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 
and German-based Buddenhagen & Söhne 
Installation GmbH & Co. signed a job-
assured collaboration protocol. The protocol 
was signed on Monday, 13 January 2025 

at 04:00 p.m. during a signing ceremony 
held at the EMU Rector’s Office building 
where EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kılıç 
and Company Director Frank Buddenhagen 
signed the protocol. Present during the 

signing ceremony were EMU Vice Rector 
Prof. Dr. Osman M. Karatepe, EMU 
Acting General Secretary Derviş Ekşici, 
Faculty of Communication Department 
of Visual Arts and Visual cont. p. 3

cont. p. 2
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GAZİ UNIVERSITY’S IMPORTANT VISIT TO EMU

SUCCESSFUL EMU ALUMNI: ASLIHAN BAKIRLI MİLLET
Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), 
Faculty of Engineering, Department of Industrial 
Engineering graduate Aslıhan Bakırlı Millet 
continues to be source of pride for the EMU with 
her outstanding achievements in her career. Millet, 
currently serving as the IT and Data Portfolio 
and Methods Manager at the globally recognized 
French company Danone, highlights that the 
high-quality education she received at EMU was 
a key factor in the success she has achieved in her 
career.

“EMU did not Only Provided me With 
Academic Knowledge”
Noting that the knowledge and skills she had 
acquired during her 4-year studies at EMU has 
provided her a solid start in the professional 
platform, Millet said; “EMU did not only provided 
me with academic knowledge, it also played a 
critical role in developing my critical thinking, 

problem solving and effective communication 
skills. These skills guided me in every stage of my 
career”. Millet shared that EMU’s international 
environment and the social opportunities it 
provided were crucial to her personal growth and 
stated, “EMU not only gave me a solid academic 
foundation, but also offered an international 
setting where I could connect with people from 
various cultures, establish a network, and create 
lasting friendships. I am thankful to my university 
and professors”. Reflecting on her four years at 
EMU, Millet described them as, “Demanding 
effort, but equally enjoyable”.

The achievement of Aslıhan Bakırlı Millet once 
again highlights EMU’s quality education and the 
opportunities it provides to its students. As EMU 
family, we take great pride in the success of our 
graduate and, wish her much greater achievements 
throughout her career.

Prof. Dr. Ünal emphasized that institutions 
have much to learn from and support each 
other. Moreover, he noted that well-established 
universities like EMU and Gazi University 
would always stand by one another. Highlighting 
that EMU is the oldest university in the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), Prof. 
Dr. Ünal shared that their visit would focus 
on discussions in many areas, particularly 
informatics and technology. Prof. Dr. Önal 

conveyed his hope for productive meetings and 
wished both universities success in their joint 
initiatives. Wishing success to Prof. Dr. Ünal 
who has recently taken the Rector duty at GU, 
Prof. Dr. Kılıç also stated their pleasure with 
the said visit. Providing extensive information 
on EMU, Prof. Dr. Kılıç stated that the visit 
would focus on exploring potential collaboration 
opportunities between the two educational 
institutions. Highlighting his belief that their 

efforts would greatly benefit higher education, 
Prof. Dr. Kılıç underscored the aim of creating 
a strategic roadmap for cooperation by the 
conclusion of the visit.

At the end of the visit, Prof. Dr. Kılıç presented 
a traditional Cypriot Lefkara work panel to Prof. 
Dr. Ünal. On the other hand, Prof. Dr. Ünal 
presented Prof. Dr. Kılıç souvenirs unique to 
Gazi University.

News from Our Alumni
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EMU SIGNS A JOB-ASSURED COLLABORATION PROTOCOL 
WITH A GERMAN COMPANY

Communication Design Department Head 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Fırat Tüzünkan, Faculty 
of Engineering academic staff member and 
Board of Trustees (VYK) Consultant Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Davut Solyalı, Rector’s Office 
Coordinator Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tolga Çelik and 
representatives of the relevant company.  

With the signed protocol, it is aimed to 
offer job opportunities in Germany to 
EMU students or graduates who meet the 
qualifications for the specified profession 
outlined in the contract.

Job Guarantee in Germany 
Making remarking during the signing 
ceremony, EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan 
Kılıç noted that this was a very significant 
agreement and emphasized that it guarantees 
job opportunities for EMU students and 
graduates in Germany. Stressing that the 
protocol offers employment opportunities 
across a wide range of fields, including 
Health, Engineering, Communication, and 
Tourism, Prof. Dr. Kılıç noted that sector-
specific connections will be strengthened 
through this collaboration. Prof. Dr. Kılıç 
concluded by wishing the agreement great 
success. In his speech, Frank Buddenhagen, 
the Director of Buddenhagen & Söhne 
Installation GmbH & Co., wished for the 
protocol to be successful for both institutions. 
He highlighted the satisfaction of knowing 
that those who will work in Germany have 
received solid training and are ready for their 

future. Since its establishment in 1926, the 
Buddenhagen & Söhne Group has steadily 
grown, offering a diverse array of services 
in various sectors. Placing importance on 
quality, innovation and customer satisfaction, 

the company operates in fields such as 
Electrical Services, Renewable Energy, 
Historic Building Modernization, Property 
Management, Recruitment, and both 
Domestic and International Real Estate.
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“MÜLKİYELİ ŞAİR CEMAL SÜREYA” 
ARTS AND POLITICS WORKSHOP COMMENCES

“Mülkiyeli Şair Cemal Süreya” Arts and Politics 
Workshop organized in collaborations with the Eastern 
Mediterranean University (EMU) Faculty of Education 
and Faculty of Business Economics, Ankara University 
Political Science Faculty (Mülkiye), Cyprus Mülkiye 
Association and Tangül Ünal Çağıner Children’s 
Foundation, commenced with an Opening Ceremony 
held at Acapulco Resort on Friday, 10 January 2025 at 
10:00 a.m.. The workshop approached the literary aspect 
of Cemal Süreya and his relation with the politics.  

Prominent Figures Attended the Workshop
The workshop was attended by the President of the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Ersin 
Tatar and his spouse Sibel Tatar, TRNC Parliament 
Member Şifa Çolakoğlu, EMU Board of Trustees 
(VYK) President Dr. Erdal Özcenk, EMU Rector 
Prof. Dr. Hasan Kılıç, EMU Vice Rector Prof. Dr. 
Osman M. Karatepe, Famagusta Mayor Dr. Süleyman 
Uluçay, Republic of Türkiye’s (TR) Nicosia Embassy 
Press Counsellor Nuri Cihangir Şahin, EMU Faculty 
of Business and Economics’ Dean Prof. Dr. Mustafa 
Besim, EMU General Secretary Derviş Ekşici, 
Honorary Chair of the Workshop Prof. Dr. Ruşen 
Keleş, Organization Chair and the Director of Tangül 
Ünal Çağıner Children’s Foundation Dr. İçim Çağıner 
Kavuklu, Co-Chair of the Organizing Committee and 
Dean of the EMU Faculty of Education Prof. Dr. Ahmet 
Pehlivan, Co-Chair of the Organizing Committee and 
Faculty Member of the EMU Department of Business 
Administration Prof. Dr. Deniz İşçioğlu, Member of the 
Organizing Committee and Chair of the Cyprus Mülkiye 
Association Ümit Gürtekin, the Artistic Advisor of the 
Organization Committee, Member and Consultant of 
the Presidency of the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus Art Committee, Prof. Dr. Oğuz Karakartal, the 
Vice Dean of the Faculty of Political Science at Ankara 
University Assoc. Prof. Dr. Can Giray Özgül, and the 
Program Coordinator of the Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency (TİKA) in Nicosia, Havva Pınar 
Özcan Küçükçavuş.
 
A Dream Realized
Following the observance of a moment of silence 
and the national anthem, Co-Chair of the Organizing 
Committee and Faculty Member at the EMU Department 
of Business Administration Prof. Dr. Deniz İşçioğlu 
delivered the opening speech of the event, and recounted 
a personal memory from the workshop’s organizing 
process, sharing that Prof. Dr. Ruşen Keleş and the poet 
Cemal Süreya were classmates at the Faculty of Political 
Science, from which Prof. Dr. İşçioğlu also graduated. 
Reflecting on the event, she expressed, “It was a dream 
for me, and it has come true”, and conveyed her thanks 
to all who contributed.

A First in TRNC
EMU Faculty of Education Dean and Co-Chair of the 
Workshop Organizing Committee Prof. Dr. Pehlivan 
began his speech by thanking the participants, guests, 
and everyone involved in organizing the event. 
Highlighting that the workshop was a first in the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus and drawing attention 
to the significant role of Cemal Süreya in the Turkish 
Cypriot community, Prof. Dr. Pehlivan underscored 
the special place of poets from the Faculty of Political 
Science in Turkish literature and stated that the phrase 
“Poetry is contrary to the constitution” reflected Cemal 
Süreya and his colleagues’ dedication to independence 
and freedom in their work. Concluding his speech, Prof. 
Dr. Pehlivan honored Cemal Süreya with deep respect.

An Esteemed Institution that Educates Both Artists 
and Politicians
Member of the Organizing Committee and Chair of the 

Cyprus Mülkiye Association Ümit Gürtekin expressed 
her enthusiasm for discussing Cemal Süreya in an 
academic context and stressed the considerable effort 
invested in the project. Gürtekin also highlighted that the 
Faculty of Political Science is an esteemed institution 
that fosters both artists and politicians. Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Can Giray Özgül, Vice Dean of the Faculty of Political 
Science at Ankara University, then mentioned that the 
faculty is celebrating its 165th anniversary, pointing 
out that the faculty has contributed numerous valuable 
individuals to the state, and its core focus has always 
been the public interest. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Özgül also 
highlighted that many Cypriot graduates of the faculty 
have worked for the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus and that this sense of awareness has been passed 
down through generations.

Late Çağıner to be Remember at a Special 
Commemoration
Addressing the participants during the opening speeches, 
Tangül Ünal Çağıner Children’s Foundation Chair Dr. 
İçim Çağıner Kavuklu conveyed their pride on being a 
part of this special event and stated that her late father 
Çağıner, who was also from the Mülkiye, would be 
commemorated on the second day of the event, during 
a special ceremony. Dr. Kavuklu underscored that 
being a member Mülkiye meant a lot for her late father 
and expressed her pleasure that the event would also 
approach art along with politics. 

Workshop to Enhance Interest towards Cemal 
Süreya’s World of Thought and Literature
In his remarks, EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Kılıç highlighted 
that the two-day workshop would center on Cemal 
Süreya, one of the most influential figures in Turkish 
poetry. Prof. Dr. Kılıç noted that Süreya had been an 
active figure in both politics and social issues and 
expressed his confidence that the workshop would spark 
greater interest in Süreya’s intellectual contributions 
and literary works. Prof. Dr. Kılıç further explained that 
the event would provide a wider perspective on how art 
and politics are interconnected and mutually enriching. 
Furthermore, Prof. Dr. Kılıç emphasized that, in addition 
to its commitment to offering high-quality education 
on an international scale, EMU strongly values and 
supports artistic and cultural activities that foster societal 
awareness.

Arts and Politics – Two Powerful Domains Centered 
on Humanity 
EMU VYK President Dr. Özcenk underlined that Cemal 
Süreya was a poet who breathed life into words and 
infused them with emotion, pointing out that his poetry 
addresses numerous questions concerning society, 
humanity, and the human experience. Dr. Özcenk also 
noted that for Süreya, poetry represented a form of 
resistance and emphasized that both art and politics are 
powerful domains centered on the human being. Dr. 
Özcenk asserted that educational institutions have the 
duty to pass on the universal messages of art to future 
generations, concluding with the statement, “As long as 
societies continue to hear the voices of their poets, they 
can preserve their soul and identity”.

Got a Hand on Different Segments in the Society
Talking at the beginning of the event, Sibel Tatar, 
spouse of TRNC President Ersin Tatar, underscored the 
importance of culture and arts by saying; “Protecting 
culture and supporting our poets, writers, and artists is a 
legacy left to us by Atatürk”. Stating that Cemal Süreya’s 
poems has got a hand on different segments in the 
society, Tatar expressed her gratitude to those who have 
contributed to the actualization of the event. Workshop 
continued with the speech of the Honorary Chair of the 
workshop Prof. Dr. Ruşen Keleş. Mentioning that she 

started her education in 1950 alongside Cemal Süreya, 
Prof. Dr. Keleş went on to share the story of how she 
met Süreya and reflected on their shared memories. 
Prof. Dr. Keleş pointed out that there were many poets 
from the Faculty of Political Science and provided the 
audience with a wealth of information about Cemal 
Süreya’s life. Prof. Dr. Keleş also mentioned that, during 
their third year, Süreya, former Balıkesir MP Necat 
Tunçsiper, and poet Sezai Karakoç were involved in the 
publication of the Mülkiye Journal.

Following Prof. Dr. Keleş’s speech, EMU VYK 
President Dr. Özcenk and EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Kılıç 
presented appreciation plaques to Prof. Dr. Ruşen Keleş, 
Dr. İçim Çağıner Kavuklu, Ümit Gürtekin, Prof. Dr. 
Oğuz Karakartal and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Can Giray Özgül 
for their valuable contributions to the workshop.

Then, a musical tribute in honor of Cemal Süreya 
was performed by Assist. Prof. Dr. Atakan Sarı and 
Instructor Erkan Dağlı from the Department of Fine Arts 
Education, Music Teaching Program at EMU Faculty 
of Education. The first session of the workshop, titled 
“The Political Poet Cemal Süreya” was held under the 
chairmanship of Prof. Dr. Ruşen Keleş. The session 
featured presentations by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Can Giray 
Özgül, Prof. Dr. Ali Cengizkan, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Burak 
Erkut, Prof. Dr. Deniz İşçioğlu, and Ali Can Türkoğlu.

The second session chaired by Prof. Dr. Deniz İşçioğlu 
featured extensive presentations delivered on Cemal 
Süreya’s literature and world of arts by Prof. Dr. Ayşe 
Çakır İlhan, Prof. Dr. Müge Artar and Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Hasibe Şahoğlu. Furthermore, the third session of the 
event, chaired by Prof. Dr. Oğuz Karakartal, featured 
analysis of Haydar Ergülen, Prof. Dr. Baki Asiltürk, 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yalçın Armağan and Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Erol Köroğlu on poems and prose of the famous poet. 

The workshop continued on 11 January 2025 with a 
fourth session held at 10.00 a.m. with an opening speech 
delivered by Prof. Dr. Ahmet Pehlivan followed by poem 
recitals.

Commemoration Meeting for Mülkiyeli Ünal Çağıner
As part of the workshop, a “Memorial Meeting for 
Mülkiyeli Ünal Çağıner” took place on 11 January 2025 
at 02:00 p.m. The event was attended by key figures 
including the President of the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Ersin Tatar, Prime Minister 
Dr. Ünal Üstel, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Tourism, Culture, Youth, and Environment Fikri 
Ataoğlu, Minister of the Interior Dursun Oğuz, Members 
of Parliament Resmiye Canaltay, Fazilet Özdenefe, and 
İzlem Gürçağ Altuğra, EMU Board of Trustees President 
Dr. Erdal Özcenk, EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kılıç, 
Vice Rector Prof. Dr. Osman M. Karatepe, and many 
others. During the meeting, various speakers shared their 
personal memories of Ünal Çağıner, including his son 
and Board Member of Çağıner Group of Companies, 
Dimağ Çağıner, former Minister and MP Özel Tahsin, 
President of the Cyprus Mülkiye Association Ümit 
Gürtekin, Honorary President of the workshop Prof. Dr. 
Ruşen Keleş, former Undersecretary of the Presidency 
and negotiator Ergün Olgun (who was also Ünal 
Çağıner’s father-in-law), and other prominent figures. 
They spoke about his professional accomplishments and 
his interpersonal relationships.

Following the speeches, a panel took place which 
focused on economic and political values contributed to 
the Turkish Cypriot community by tourism doyen Ünal 
Çağıner.
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“MÜLKİYELİ ŞAİR CEMAL SÜREYA” 
ARTS AND POLITICS WORKSHOP COMMENCES
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EMU SIGNS COLLABORATION PROTOCOL WITH 
TANGÜL ÜNAL ÇAĞINER CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION

RENOWNED SWEDISH PHYSICIST ASSOC. PROF. DR. MAHNUS PAULSSON 
GIVES A SEMINAR ON NANOTECHNOLOGY AND QUANTUM PHYSICS

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) and 
Tangül Ünal Çağıner Children’s Foundation signed 
a collaboration protocol aimed at contributing the 
education of children in the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus and cooperating in social responsibility 
projects. The signing ceremony of the protocol took 
place at Acapulco Resort Hotel where EMU Rector Prof. 
Dr. Hasan Kılıç and Chair of the Foundation Dr. İçim 
Çağıner Kavuklu signed the protocol. Present during 
the signing ceremony were EMU Vice Rector Prof. Dr. 

Osman M. Karatepe, EMU General Secretary Derviş 
Ekşici and EMU Faculty of Education’s Dean Prof. Dr. 
Ahmet Pehlivan.

Delivering the opening address of the Protocol Signing 
Ceremony, Dr. Kavuklu provided information on the 
establishment story of the foundation, its goals and 
initiatives. Dr. Kavuklu underscored the significance 
of collaborating with a reputable institution like EMU 
and seeking scientific support to enable the foundation 

to carry out more structured and impactful projects 
for society. Dr. Kavuklu also emphasized the need 
for non-governmental organizations to collaborate 
more closely with universities. Expressing pride in 
the protocol established between EMU and the Tangül 
Ünal Çağıner Children’s Foundation, Dr. Kavuklu 
conveyed confidence that, guided by science, they would 
accomplish even more successful initiatives.

Also making remarks, EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan 
Kılıç highlighted that the university not only fulfills its 
roles in knowledge creation and research but also plays 
a significant role in advancing societal development. 
Prof. Dr. Kılıç stressed the importance of social projects 
for nations and acknowledged the contributions of the 
Tangül Ünal Çağıner Children’s Foundation to the 
country’s social progress. Expressing his enthusiasm for 
the newly signed protocol, Prof. Dr. Kılıç underscored 
the importance of the collaboration between the two 
institutions in undertaking socially responsible initiatives 
and, concluded his words by wishing success for the 
protocol and thanking everyone who contributed to its 
realization.

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), Faculty 
of Arts and Sciences, Department of Physics 
hosted world-renowned Swedish Physicist Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Magnus Paulsson within the scope of a 
very important event held on Physics. Carrying 
out his research at the Linnaeus University, Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Paulsson gathered with students from 
EMU and delivered a seminar titled “Electronics 
at the Atomic and Molecular Scale” on Tuesday, 7 
January 2025 at 02:30 p.m.

In his presentation, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Paulsson 
focused on the crucial role of nanotechnology and 
quantum physics in chip production, providing 
insights on theoretical models of electron 
transfer in nanostructures and his studies in the 
field of molecular electronics. The presentation, 
showcasing examples of how his research on 
nanoscale electrical conductivity has contributed 
to advanced technological applications, garnered 

significant attention from academics and those 
interested in the subject.

The said seminar was attended by the Head of 
EMU Departments of Physics and Chemistry 
Prof. Dr. İzzet Sakallı, EMU’s globally known 
academic Prof. Dr. Mustafa Halilsoy, Vice 
Head of the Department of Physics Prof. Dr. 
Seyedhabibollah Mazharimousavi, Vice Head of 
Department of Chemistry Prof. Dr. Mustafa Gazi, 
academics from the Department of Physics and 
Chemistry, undergraduate, postgraduate and PhD 
students, and many members of the society.

Serving as an example for EMU’s contributions to 
science, the said seminar provided the participants 
with new perspectives and formed an important 
platform for scientific communication. At the end 
of the seminar, Head of Departments of Physics 
and Chemistry Prof. Dr. Sakallı presented Assoc. 

Prof. Dr. Paulsson an appreciation plaque on 
behalf of EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kılıç.

Who is Assoc. Prof. Dr. Magnus Paulsson?
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Magnus Paulsson is a theoretical 
physics expert at Linnaeus University in 
Sweden. He has made notable contributions to 
understanding electron transport in nanostructures, 
molecular electronics, and nanoscale electrical 
conductivity. Over his academic career, he has 
authored numerous papers in renowned journals 
like Physical Review B and Nano Letters, with 
his work garnering more than 6,000 citations. 
Paulsson teaches courses such as Mechanics, 
Computational Physics I & II, and Density 
Functional Theory, and plays an active role in 
the scientific community as a member of the 
Condensed Matter Physics research group.
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COLLABORATION PROTOCOL SIGNED BETWEEN 
EMU AND YALIN TAN & PARTNERS

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE, DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR ARCITECTURE HOLDS 
HIGH HONOUR AND HONOUR CERTIFICATE CEREMONY

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 
and Yalın Tan Interior Architecture Design 
and Application Co. Ltd. / Yalın Tan & 
Partners which offers architectural design 
and construction services nationally and 
internationally, signed a protocol for 
collaboration in research and development 
activities within the scope of EMU Faculty 
of Architecture, Department of Interior 
Architecture. 

As part of the protocol, the parties will carry 
out a series of projects with the intention of 
strengthening collaboration and supporting 
research-development studies in the field of 
interior architecture and design. The protocol 
consists of various collaborative activities 
including open innovation meetings, student 
internship programs, sharing of laboratory 

facilities, technical trips, publication 
memberships and numerous other activities.

The three-year long protocol once again 
showcases EMU Department of Interior 
Architecture’s mission of strengthening its 
bonds with the sector as well as creating 
opportunities for students in the professional 
world. EMU Department of Interior 
Architecture continues to lead the sector with 
such kind of collaborations. 

Yalın Tan & Partners
Yalın Tan & Partners has earned various 
esteemed accolades, such as the Honor 
Award at the Interior Design Best of Year 
Awards, the IF Communication Design 
Awards, the MOBSAD Best Space Awards, 
and the İstinye Park Store Design Award. 

Moreover, the company has been shortlisted 
for the German Design Awards. With a 
“LEED” certification, the company caters 
to numerous local and global brands, 
organizations, and individuals, focusing 
primarily on retail, office, and residential 
projects.

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), 
Faculty of Architecture, Department of 
Interior Architecture organized a High 
Honour and Honour Certificate Ceremony 
for 2023-2024 Academic Year Spring 
Semester. Attended by many, the event stood 
out as significant event where achievements 
of successful students were celebrated and 
their creative projects were also exhibited. 

Held with high participation from 
Department of Interior Architecture 
academics, students and their families, the 
ceremony commenced with an opening 
speech by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Afet Coşkun, the 
Head of Interior Architecture Department. 
Congratulating all the students for their 
achievements, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Coşkun 
stated; “Department of Interior Architecture 
is dedicated to developing students 
who are contemporary, compassionate, 
environmentally aware, innovative, curious, 
critical thinkers, eager to learn, and focused 
on human health and well-being. The 
department also emphasizes staying up 
to date with technology and information, 
while prioritizing safety. Based on the 
success of our graduates, and through our 
accreditations and commitment to quality 
education, we can confidently say that we 
are achieving these goals”.

“Silhouette of Famagusta Walled City” 
Project Exhibited
At the event, student projects titled 
“Silhouette of Famagusta Walled City” 
conducted within the scope of History of 
Interior Architecture-I course were exhibited. 
The projects prepared by the students 
consisted of various themes. The exhibition 
highlighted the significance of living in 
a historically rich and multi-layered city 
like Famagusta, while also showcasing the 
professional growth of the students. During 
the event, Nilgün Kadıoğlu who worked at 
the department as Administrative Assistant 
for many years and has retired recently, was 
presented with a plaque of appreciation. The 
ceremony ended with the presentation of the 
certificates to the students and a tour of the 
exhibition.
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“FAMAGUSTA CITY SILHOUETTE WORK” 
EXHIBITION BY EMU DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE

STUDENTS OF DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 
VISIT YENİBOĞAZİÇİ ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

“Famagusta City Silhouette Work” project 
has been put into practice within the scope 
of the “History of Interior Architecture - I” 
course carried out by Eastern Mediterranean 
University (EMU), Faculty of Architecture, 
Department of Interior Architecture academic 
staff member Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zehra Öngül. 
As part of the project, works of 2nd year 
students of EMU Department of Interior 
Architecture was put on exhibition on 
Wednesday, 25 December 2024 at EMU 
Faculty of Architecture Exhibition Hall.

Historical Heritage of Famagusta 
Highlighted
As part of their semester projects, the 
students created two or three dimensional 
silhouettes of 10 structures which hold 
special significance for the city of 
Famagusta. The focal point of the project 
included iconic structures that reflect the 
city’s historical essence, including the 
Lala Mustafa Pasha Mosque, the Venetian 
Palace, the Kara Gate, Othello Castle, 

the city walls, and the historic Sycamore 
Tree in the town square. With 70 distinct 
works completed, the project successfully 
highlighted the rich historical heritage of 
Famagusta. The exhibition was attended 
by Famagusta Mayor Dr. Süleyman 
Uluçay, Chair of EMU Department of 
Interior Architecture Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Afet Coşkun, Vice Chair Assist. Prof. Dr. 
Ahenk Yılgın Damgacı, Project Supervisor 
at the Municipality of Famagusta Master 
Architect Ali Sarıyel, Chair of Association 
of Famagusta City Museum (MAKEMUD) 
Prof. Dr. Uğur U. Dağlı and MAKEMUD 
member Hasan Atlı.

Visitors from the Municipality of 
Famagusta and MAKEMUD praised 
the works of the studens as highly 
successful and expressed their openness 
to collaborating with the EMU Faculty of 
Architecture in every possible way. They 
also proposed showcasing the exhibited 
pieces at different locations throughout 
Famagusta, highlighting the importance 
of sharing these creations with the local 
community.

Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) students paid a visit to 
Yeniboğaziçi Elementary School, as part 
of the “ARCH320 The UN Sustainable 
Development Goals: An Interdisciplinary 
Approach for the Future of Our Planet” 
course carried out by EMU Faculty of 

Architecture, Department of Architecture 
academic staff member Prof. Dr. Şebnem 
Hoşkara. The visit aimed to raise 
awareness on the 17 global goals of the 
United Nations. The visit, which involved 
undergraduate students from various 
programs at EMU, primarily from the 

Department of Architecture, featured an 
informative session for fifth-grade students 
at Yeniboğaziçi Elementary School. 
During this session, EMU students, along 
with course instructor Prof. Dr. Hoşkara, 
presented educational videos and lectures 
covering the social, environmental, and 
economic dimensions of sustainable 
development goals.

During the visit, a workshop was also held, 
intending to create awareness on topics 
such as environment, cities, climate change, 
technology, health, research, peace and 
equality. The elementary students were 
invited to share ideas on how to preserve 
their environments and ensure they are 
passed on to future generations. The visit 
aimed to offer EMU students a chance to 
learn through hands-on experience and put 
their knowledge into practice.
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“A MEANINGFUL START TO THE NEW YEAR” WORKSHOP FROM 
EMU-PDRAM SOUTH CAMPUS

EMU-PDRAM SOUTH CAMPUS ORGANIZES A GROUP WORK TITLED 
“COPING WITH EMOTIONS AND THOUGHTS SABOTAGING HEALTHY LIFE”

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), 
Psychological Counselling, Guidance and 
Research Center (PDRAM) - South Campus 
organized a workshop titled “A Meaningful 
Start to the New Year”. The said workshop 
aimed to provide participants with the 
opportunity to reflect on their experiences 
with the guidance of experts, fostering 
self-awareness on various topics as they 
welcomed the New Year.

The group work was carried out by Specialist 
Psychologist Özlem Erginsoylu, Specialist 
Psychologist Güler Ataş Buldu and Social 
Services Specialist Halide Sarp who are 
experienced specialists at EMU-PDRAM. 
The event included interactive activities 
that focused on helping participants gain 
self-awareness, uncover their strengths, and 

begin the New Year in a meaningful way. 
Participants of the event stated that they 
have acquired valuable insights during the 
workshop. EMU PDRAM – South Campus 

stated that they will be organizing various 
activities with different themes which would 
be beneficial for the personal development 
journey of the students.

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 
Psychological Counseling, Guidance and Research 
Center South Campus organized a group work titled 
“Coping with Emotions and Thoughts Sabotaging 
Healthy Life” within the scope of 23-24 December 
“Sports-Friendly Campus Project”.

The group work was carried out by Specialist 
Psychologist Özlem Erginsoylu, Specialist 
Psychologist Güler Ataş Buldu and Social Services 
Specialist Halide Sarp who are experienced 
specialists at EMU-PDRAM. Many topics aimed 
at increasing the students’ awareness on healthy 
life were discussed during the said group work. 
The definitions of healthy life and self-sabotaging, 
components of healthy life, creating healthy life 
routines and ways to cope with self-sabotaging were 
addressed through both theoretical presentations as 
well as interactive activities. 

Participants of the event stated that they have 
acquired valuable insight on creating healthy life 
routines and effectively coping with self-sabotaging. 
The event, attended by a limited audience and 
warmly received by EMU students from various 
departments, proved highly beneficial as experts 
shared their insights and experiences with the 
participants.
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WINTER GAME JAM EXCITEMENT AT EMU

EMU CELEBRATES NEW YEAR’S FESTIVAL WITH GREAT JOY

The “Winter Game Jam” game designing marathon 
organized by the Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU), Faculty of Communication, Department 
of Visual Arts and Visual Communication Design 
and, EMU Game Design and Development 
Society completed with huge interest. 12 teams 
participating in the event intensely worked to 
complete their “Heat it up” themed game projects 
within the allocated 48 hours. The event which acts 
as a professional simulation of game designing 
processes, aims to ensure that the students take the 
best of their educational journeys and to provide 
them with the opportunity of gaining experience 
before starting their careers in the sector. 

Projects Assessed by a Jury
The Winter Game Jam projects, designed to offer 
participants an immersive working environment 

and a chance to build valuable connections 
for students aspiring to advance in the gaming 
industry, were assessed by a jury made up of 
faculty members from the Visual Arts and Visual 
Communication Design Department and the 
Digital Game Design Program. The selected 
projects were carefully evaluated according to 
criteria such as creativity, technical skills, and 
relevance to the theme.

Ranking Teams Determined 
Following the jury’s assessment, ranking teams 
were determined as Jinxers, Russian Sleep 
Experiment and Rookie. Jinxers team consisting 
of Maral Mosayyebi, Orkun Beşgül, Finlay 
Matthews, Kadir Karbuz and Niayesh Rezaei 
won the first place with their game, which centers 
on the challenge of warming a house in snowy 

weather. In the game, players try to maintain 
the warmth of a house while steering clear of 
dangerous snowmen and a ghost within. Along 
with driving the ghost away and heating the house, 
they must strategically navigate to stay alive 
without freezing.

The “Heat It Up” Theme
The “Heat it up” theme is often centered on 
concepts like temperature, warmth, hot air, fire, 
intensity, or challenges. In creative fields like game 
development, this theme inspires game designers 
to use temperature-related situations (such as 
attempting to warm up in a cold setting, surviving 
in a heated world, or battling against extreme heat) 
as part of game mechanics or story elements.

Making a statement on the topic, Head of the 
Visual Arts and Visual Communication Design 
Department Assist. Prof. Dr. Fırat Tüzünkan 
underlined the significance of continuous 
production in this field. Moreover, Assist. Prof. Dr. 
Tüzünkan stated that these events allow students to 
gain valuable experience, develop teamwork skills, 
and boost their creativity by building a playable 
game from scratch in only 48 hours. Assist. Prof. 
Dr. Tüzünkan congratulated the award-winning 
students of the Winter Game Jam and expressed 
that such events will be held in the future.

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), 
Social and Cultural Activities Directorate 
organized a “New Year’s Festival” on Friday, 
27 December 2024 between 04:00 p.m. 
and 11:00 p.m. The event that took place in 
front of the Social and Cultural Activities 
Directorate building, received great interest. 
Participants had joyful moments with various 
activities available at the festival. 

Various Activities Held
Along with a photobooth, dance 
performances, sales and donation stands, 

the festival also featured a Christmas Choir 
and an uplifting performance by DJ Savage. 
Moreover, the New Year’s Market set at the 
festival area offered the participants an array 
of different products to enjoy. At the said 
event, EMU Animal Rescue Club carried out 
an animal food donation, on the other hand, 
Community Involvement Center (CIC) and 
Famagusta Kale Lions Club students handed 
out clothes. EMU Center for Cyprus Studies 
(EMU-KAM) Art Coordinator Zehra Şonya 
led a workshop where students designed new 
year themed keychains.

Received Great Interest
The event received great interest from 
both EMU students and members of 
Famagusta. Participants of the event had 
the opportunity to experience the sense 
of solidarity and sharing while joyfully 
celebrating the new year with a program 
full of music and entertainment.

Thanking everyone who participated in 
the New Year’s Festival, EMU Social and 
Cultural Activities Directorate stated that 
they will continue organizing this kind of 
event during the new year. 
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Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 
hosted Nilgün Güney’s exhibition titled 
“Bohça”, organized within the auspices 
of Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNC) Department of Culture. Curated 
by EMU Art Coordinator Zehra Şonya, the 
exhibition opened its doors to visitors on 
Friday, 10 January 2025 at 06:00 p.m. at the 
Rauf Raif Denktaş Culture and Congress 
Center (KÜKOM) Ayhan Menteş Exhibition 
Hall. The opening ceremony of the exhibition 
was attended by the Director of TRNC 
Department of Culture Şirin Zaferyıldızı 
Zaimağaoğlu, TRNC Member of the 
Parliament Şifa Çolakoğlu and EMU Vice 
Rector for Student Affairs Prof. Dr. Sonuç 
Zorlu.

Values from the Past Taken to an Artistic 
Platform 
Delivering the opening speech of the event, 
EMU Art Coordinator and Curator of the 
“Bohça” Exhibition, Zehra Şonya, expressed 
her pride on curating the exhibition. Stressing 
the importance of Nilgün Güney for herself 
as well as the art world, Şonya noted that the 
exhibition serves as a meaningful reminder 
of forgotten cultural and social values. She 
emphasized the significance of preserving 
past values through artistic expression and 
expressed hope that the younger generation 
would safeguard and pass on our cultural 
heritage to future generations.

We Should Strive to Swim in Vast Oceans, 
Even by Taking Small Steps
Taking the stage after Şonya, Director 
of TRNC Department of Culture Şirin 
Zaferyıldızı Zaimağaoğlu stated that she 
attended the event not only in her political 
role but also as an artist, expressing her 
admiration for Nilgün Güney. Zaimağaoğlu 
emphasized the significance of Güney’s 
impact on the art world and conveyed her 
intention to bring this important exhibition 
to Türkiye, stating, “We should strive to 
swim in vast oceans, even by taking small 
steps”. Zaimağaoğlu concluded her speech 
by thanking those who contributed to the 
exhibition and the attendees.

Successfully Reached to People 
Nilgün Güney, the artist of the exhibition, 
commenced her speech by extending her 
thanks to EMU, TRNC Department of 
Culture and EMU Art Coordinator Zehra 
Şonya. Underscoring the confidence she has 
felt towards Zehra Şonya during the curating 
process, Güney provided information on 
the formation story of the artwork included 
in “Bohça” exhibition. Noting that the 
exhibition is filled with memories, Güney 
stated that the works of art exhibited intend 
to revive the past. Moreover, she conveyed 
her happiness in seeing people reconnect 
with the past through her pieces and 
expressed satisfaction in how effectively the 
exhibition had reached the audience.

The Revenue to be donated to the 
Women’s Shelter
EMU Vice Rector Prof. Dr. Sonuç Zorlu 
also addressed the attendees of the event 
and expressed that the exhibition serves 
as a breath of fresh air, amidst the busy 
schedule of EMU. Thanking those who have 
contributed to the actualization of the event, 
Prof. Dr. Zorlu stated; “I believe that this 
exhibition will take us back to our childhood 
and culture, creating bittersweet smiles on 
our faces”. Furthermore, Prof. Dr. Zorlu 
drew attention to a significant point in the 
exhibition catalogue, noting: “The revenue 
from the catalogue sales will be donated to a 

women’s shelter”, and thanked Nilgün Güney 
for her thoughtful gesture.

An Important Figure in the World of Art
In her speech, TRNC Member of the 
Parliament Şifa Çolakoğlu shared that she 
began her career as a violin teacher and was 
fortunate to have the chance to collaborate 
with Nilgün Güney. Emphasizing Güney’s 
importance in the art world, Çolakoğlu noted 
that art is a source of respite for society 
and pointed out that the exhibition offers 
us a chance to embrace our culture and 
values once again. Following the opening 
speeches, the exhibition opened its doors 
for art enthusiasts. The opening ceremony 
was carried out by TRNC Department 
of Culture’s Director Şirin Zaferyıldızı 
Zaimağaoğlu, TRNC Member of the 
Parliament Şifa Çolakoğlu, EMU Vice Rector 
Prof. Dr. Sonuç Zorlu and Artist Nilgün 
Güney.

To be Open for Visitors until Friday, 31 
January 
The exhibition which attracted immense 
interest from the art-lovers will be open for 
visitors on week days from 10:00 a.m. to 
06:00 p.m. between 10 and 31 January, 2025 
at KÜKOM Ayhan Menteş Exhibition Hall. 
Visits on Saturdays may also be made by 
arranging appointments.

EMU HOSTS NİLGÜN GÜNEY “BOHÇA” EXHIBITION
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RECTOR PROF. DR. KILIÇ’S MESSAGE ON 
PASSING ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDING PRESIDENT DENKTAŞ

RECTOR PROF. DR. KILIÇ RELEASES A COMMEMORATORY MESSAGE 
ON PASSING ANNIVERSARY OF DR. FAZIL KÜÇÜK

Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kılıç 
released a message on the 13th 
anniversary of passing of Rauf Raif 
Denktaş, the founding President of 
the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC). The message 
released by Prof. Dr. Kılıç reads as 
follows:

“On the 13th passing anniversary 
of Rauf Raif Denktaş, the founding 
President of the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus, we honour 
his memory with respect. Rauf 
Raif Denktaş was more than just 
a politician; he was a true leader 
who devoted his entire life to 
defending the rights and freedoms 
of the Turkish Cypriot people. He 
led the struggle for the Turkish community’s 
existence in Cyprus, laid the foundation for 

our Republic, and played a key role in the 

steps toward our people’s independence. 

Today, we remain committed to advancing 

the development of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus, his 
lasting legacy, and ensuring its 
rightful place in the international 
arena.

The struggle conducted under 
the leadership of Denktaş has 
consistently served as a guiding 
principle for us, as it secured the 
independence, sovereignty, and 
security of the Turkish Cypriot 
people. The leadership, courage, and 
resolve demonstrated by Rauf Raif 
Denktaş will continue to inspire us. 
His memory will forever remain 
in the hearts of our people. On this 
occasion, we reaffirm our gratitude 
for the values he contributed to 
our nation, and we honour his 

legacy with the utmost respect, longing, and 
remembrance.”

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 
Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Kılıç released a 
commemoratory message on the 41st passing 
anniversary of Dr. Fazıl Küçük, the leader 
of existence and struggle of Turkish Cypriot 
community. The said message reads as 
follows:

“15 January marks the anniversary 
of the passing of Dr. Fazıl Küçük, 
a key leader in the Turkish Cypriot 
people’s fight for existence and 
freedom. We honour his memory 
with deep respect and gratitude. 
Dr. Küçük played a pivotal role 
in the independence movement 
and was especially committed 
to safeguarding the rights of the 
Turkish community. He led the 
Turkish Cypriots in their struggle for 
freedom, equality, and a dignified 
life. Devoting his life to protecting 
his people’s rights and preserving 
their culture and identity, Dr. Küçük 
remained steadfast and resilient in 
the face of all challenges.

Dr. Fazıl Küçük made significant 
contributions to defending the rights of 
Turkish Cypriots during the British rule in 
Cyprus. As the founder of the Cyprus Turkish 
National Party, he played a pivotal role in 
the establishment of the Republic of Cyprus 

in 1959. Furthermore, he served as the first 
Vice President of the Republic, providing 
dedicated service to his people until 1973.

Dr. Fazıl Küçük was a committed advocate 
for his people, leading their struggle and 

guiding the Turkish Cypriots on 
their path to independence. In 
addition to his role as a prominent 
politician, he was a source of 
inspiration as a physician and 
journalist. His principles, vision, and 
unwavering determination laid the 
groundwork for the advancement 
and success of the Turkish Cypriot 
community.

His legacy and memory stand as 
a symbol of unwavering faith and 
determination in the pursuit of 
freedom. With deep respect and 
gratitude, we honour Dr. Fazıl 
Küçük and reaffirm our commitment 
to advancing on the path he 
envisioned.”
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PROF. DR. OSMAN M. KARATEPE RELEASES A MESSAGE 
ON BEHALF OF EMU-ATAUM ON PASSING ANNIVERSARY OF

FOUNDING PRESIDENT DENKTAŞ

PROF. DR. OSMAN M. KARATEPE RELEASES A MESSAGE ON BEHALF OF 
EMU-ATAUM ON PASSING ANNIVERSARY OF DR. FAZIL KÜÇÜK

On behalf of Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) Atatürk Research and Application Center 
(ATAUM), Prof. Dr. Osman M. Karatepe released a 
message on passing anniversary of Rauf Raif Denktaş, 
the founding President of the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus (TRNC). The said message reads as 
follows:

“Leaders are individuals who are united by common 
ideas and principles, capable of motivating others to 
take action toward specific objectives, and able to 
guide people toward a shared goal. To be recognized 
as leaders within a community, these individuals 
must be enlightening, instructive, progressive, and 
dependable, as well as able to offer innovative 
solutions to the problems the society faces.

Rauf Raif Denktaş, the founding and first President 
of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, 
demonstrated all the qualities of an effective leader 
and administrator. He identified the internal and 
external challenges facing the community, developed 
practical, rational, and feasible solutions, and played 
a leading role in implementing radical changes. His 
steadfast defence of the rights, equality, and freedom 
of the Turkish Cypriot people, supported by the 

Republic of Türkiye, stands as clear evidence of his 

leadership and dedication. Delivering his first address 

to the public at the age of 24, Rauf Raif Denktaş 

later served as the President of the Cyprus Turkish 

Federation of Institutions. He was instrumental in 
guiding the Turkish Cypriots in their resistance against 
Enosis and EOKA, and was one of the founders of 
the Turkish Resistance Organization, a key force in 
this struggle. Following the 1963 events, Denktaş 
organized the Turkish resistance, secretly travelled to 
Erenköy to participate in the Erenköy Resistance, and 
after leading the Cyprus Turkish Administration, he 
assumed the roles of President of the Cyprus Turkish 
Federal State and President of the Assembly on 13 
February 1975, following the 1974 Peace Operation. 
Ultimately, on 15 November 1983, he became the first 
President of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. 
Throughout his life, he played a vital role in numerous 
significant historical events crucial to the Turkish 
Cypriot community.

Rauf Raif Denktaş became an international 
figure through his political role in the founding 
of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. His 
contributions to the Cyprus issue in 20th-century 
politics also established him as an important leader. 
On the 13th anniversary of the passing of our founding 
President, the late Rauf Raif Denktaş, we honour his 
memory with love, respect, longing, and gratitude.”

On behalf of Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) Atatürk Research and Application Center 
(ATAUM), Prof. Dr. Osman M. Karatepe released 
a message on 41st passing anniversary of Dr. Fazıl 
Küçük, the leader of the Struggle for 
Freedom of Turkish Cypriots. The said 
message reads as follows:

“Dr. Fazıl Küçük, a pivotal figure 
who devoted his life to safeguarding 
the existence of the Turkish Cypriots, 
stands as a distinguished statesman with 
a significant role in the history of the 
Turkish Cypriot struggle.

In addition to being a doctor who 
offered free consultations every Friday 
at his private clinic to patients from 
villages and districts, Dr. Fazıl Küçük 
made substantial efforts to educate and 
organize the public. Through his articles 
in various newspapers, especially in 
‘Halkın Sesi’, he played an instrumental 
role in uniting the Turkish Cypriot 
community. As a strong advocate for the 
rights of Turkish Cypriots, Dr. Küçük 
effectively opposed British colonial rule. 
He worked tirelessly to transfer Turkish 

educational institutions and the administration of 

the Waqf to the Turkish community, achieving 

success and igniting the initial spark of national 

awareness that would later evolve into a broader 

movement. Dr. Küçük founded ‘Volkan’, the first 
resistance organization, led Turkish Cypriots in 
their struggle against Enosis and EOKA, and was 
one of the founders of the Turkish Resistance 

Organization (TMT), a key force in the 
resistance. He also established several 
political parties, became the first Turkish 
leader to be elected Vice President in 
the 1960 Republic of Cyprus, organized 
Turkish resistance following the 1963 
events, and was appointed head of the 
Temporary Turkish Administration. 
His contributions were critical in many 
historically significant events for the 
Turkish Cypriot people.

Throughout his life, Dr. Küçük 
devoted himself to finding solutions 
to the political, social, economic, and 
cultural issues of the Turkish Cypriot 
community. He enthusiastically 
embraced the declaration of the TRNC, 
but tragically passed away on 15 January 
1984, shortly afterward. On the 41st 
anniversary of his passing, we honour 
his memory with deep respect, love, and 
gratitude.”
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