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Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), 
the locomotive of higher education, which is 
one of the leading input sources of the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus’ (TRNC) 
economy, has chosen its new rector after a 
highly democratic and highly participated 
election process. Within the scope of the 
election schedule determined by the EMU 
Rector Candidate Determination Committee, 
EMU staff and student representatives voted 
for the rector candidate they preferred in the 
Rector Determination Polling on Friday, 12th 
June, 2020 and then on the second round of 
Rector Determination Polling on Monday, 
15th June, 2020. After the counting of votes 
of 1,344 EMU employees and 14 student 
representatives, Prof. Dr. Aykut Hocanın was 
successful in the race.
He Received 63.03% of the Votes
Votes were cast across 6 ballots in the EMU 
Central Learning Hall. 42 voters who were 
abroad and could not return to the country 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, or those 
accepted as in risk groups, voted online. In 
the online election, the operators working 
at EMU established one-to-one contact with 
voters and made formal identification, and 
these voters were able to cast their votes 
online with a code sent to them. The first 
round of voting ended with Prof. Dr. Aykut 
Hocanın receiving 39.03% of the votes and 
Prof. Dr. Ahmet Sözen receiving 23.26% of 
the votes, meaning that the elcetions were to 
go to a second round of voting. The end result 
of the second round saw Prof. Dr. Ahmet 
Sözen receive 36.97% of the votes, while 
Prof. Dr. Aykut Hocanın received 63.03% of 
the votes, electing him as EMU’s new Rector.
Who is Prof. Dr. Aykut Hocanın?
Graduating from Lefkoşa Türk Maarif 
College in 1988, Prof. Dr. Aykut Hocanın 
continued his education at Rice University, 
in the State of Texas, USA as a scholarship 
student, graduating as an Electrical and 
Computer Engineer in 1992. Completing 
his postgraduate studies at the Texas A&M 
University in 1993 in the field of Electrical 
Engineering, Aykut Hocanın did his doctorate 
at the Boğaziçi University, graduating in the 
year 2000. Aykut Hocanın was the Vice Chair 
of the Electrical Electronic Engineering 
Department during the years 2003-2007, and 
was the Chair of the Department during the 
years 2007-2014. From May 2014 to date, 
Aykut Hocanın has provided services as the 
Dean of the Faculty of Engineering.

NEW RECTOR PROF. DR. AYKUT HOCANIN TAKES OFFICE
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Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), 
Acting Rector Prof. Dr. Hasan Demirel 
handed over his duties to newly elected 
Rector, Prof. Dr. Aykut Hocanın in a 
handover ceremony held on Wednesday 17th 
June 2020 at 10:30. Present at the handover 
ceremony were President of the EMU Board 
of Trustees Dr. Erdal Özcenk, EMU Board of 
Trustees Members Dr. Gülsün Korun, Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Hicran Bayraktraoğlu Fırat, Halil İ. 
Orun, Ersun Kutup, EMU Board of Trustees 
Advisor Prof. Dr. Ersun İşçioğlu and EMU 
Board of Trustees Administrative Supervisor 
Elif Kasapoğlu Arkıner. During the ceremony 
that took place at the EMU Board of Trustees 

meeting hall, EMU Board of Trustees 
President Dr. Erdal Özcenk presented a thank 
you plaquet to EMU Acting Rector Prof. Dr. 
Hasan Demirel, who handed over his duties 
and presented a bouquet of flowers to EMU 
Rector Prof. Dr. Aykut Hocanın.

They Wished Success
Speaking at the ceremony, Prof. Dr Aykut 
Hocanın stated that he has been officially 
appointed as the Rector following the approval 
of the Board of Trustees and went on to say 
“It is now time to work.” Thanking Prof. Dr. 
Hasan Demirel and his team for their hard 
work during the pandemic, Prof. Dr. Hocanın 

stated that administrative decisions that were 
made were thorough and on time. Expressing 
that he will work to move the university 
forward with a team spirit, Prof. Dr. Hocanın 
added that his team will be announced to 
the press after the approval of EMU Board 
of Trustees. Chair of the EMU Board of 
Trustees, Dr. Erdal Özcenk, emphasized that a 
democratic election process was experienced, 
and that Prof. Dr. Hasan Demirel run the 
pandemic process with success. Dr. Özcenk 
stated; “Prof. Dr. Aykut Hocanın is wearing 
a shirt of flame. The period to follow will be 
even harder”, and wished him good luck.

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 
Rector Prof. Dr. Aykut Hocanın, was a 
guest on the “Morning News” program on 
Thursday 18th June 2020, 08:15, prepared 
and presented by Narden Bingöl on BRT1 
HD, via a live broadcast with Ülkü Akın from 
the EMU campus. During the program, EMU 
Rector Prof. Dr. Aykut Hocanın answered 
BRT Reporter Ülkü Akın’s questions. Prof. Dr. 
Hocanın explained the latest developments at 
EMU and the administrative strategy he will 
follow, following his election as the Rector. 
Underlining that they will work hard to move 
EMU forward, Prof. Dr. Hocanın emphasized 
that they will pursue an understanding that is 
free from vicious controversies, reconciling, 
fair and will ensure the unity of  EMU. Prof. 
Dr. Hocanın stated that a bright future awaits 
EMU.

EMU RECTOR PROF. DR. AYKUT HOCANIN GUEST ON  
BRT LIVE BROADCAST

HANDOVER AT THE EMU RECTOR’S OFFICE
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Written exams were held for international 
partnership programs between the Eastern 
Mediterranean University (EMU) and the 
Marmara University Faculty of Medicine 
partnership program, and EMU and the 
Health Sciences University Dentistry 
Program.The exam in question took place 
on Thursday 18th June 2020, between 10:30 
– 13:00, at the EMU campus and Istanbul 
Maltepe University campus simultaneously. 
Only students of TRNC nationality or dual 
nationality (Republic of Turkey National 
and TRNC) attended the examinations. As a 
result of the examination where maximum 
health precautions were taken, 8 students will 
be registered to the EMU Dr. Fazıl Küçük 
Faculty of Medicine, and 5 students will be 
registered to the EMU Faculty of Dentistry. 
At the same time, 7 IGCSE students will 
be registered to the EMU Dr. Fazıl Küçük 
Faculty of Medicine, and 5 IGCSE  students 
will be registered to the Faculty of Dentistry.

EMU Awaits its new Students
In consideration of the pandemic, this year 

EMU is accepting student applications via the 
Student Selection, Placement and Scholarship 
Online Application System, according to 
their High School grade averages. Students 
who studied 12th grade this year and High 
school graduates, made their applications via 
an established online system.With the system 
which received 1,681completed applications, 
students will be evaluated based on their 

High  School performances, and placed in to 
programs based on their preferences. All of 
the students success points will be announced 
on Thursday 18th June 2020. Any objections 
to the success points must be made by 19th 
June 2020, 16:00. On the 19th June during 
the evening, EMU will announce the students 
who have been placed in to programs they 
have applied for, in accordance with their 
success points. 

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 
Faculty of Architecture, Department of 
Interior Architecture – Turkish and English 
Programs, once again got the Agency for 
Quality Assurance Accreditation (AQAS) 
with pride. Having completed the five-year 
accreditation period in November 2019 
which was obtained in 2014 by AQAS, a 
German-based institution, EMU Interior 
Architecture Department was re-audited 
by AQAS, and this time received the 
accreditation for six years, until 2026.

EMU Department of Interior Architecture 
is the only holder in the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), and the first 
Interior Architecture Department in Turkey 
to obtain the said accreditation. With the 
accreditation, granted to EMU Interior 
Architecture Department for the next six 
years, valid until 2026, EMU has certified 
its education and diploma quality guarantee, 

and international recognition once more. 
Interior Architecture Department Chair, 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zehra Öngül, stated that 
the certificate ceremony planned to be 
held last April was postponed to a later 
date due to the pandemic, and that the 
accreditation certificate was delivered 

online to the department. Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Öngül thanked the EMU Rector’s Office, 
Faculty of Architecture, and especially the 
Interior Architecture Department faculty 
members, academicians, assistants, students 
and everyone who contributed during the 
accreditation process.

EXAMINATIONS FOR EMU FACULTY OF MEDICINE 
AND DENTISTRY WERE HELD

NEW SOURCE OF PRIDE FROM EMU FACULTY OF 
ARCHITECTURE, DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE
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Happy Father’s Day
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Rektör / Rector

Faculty of Business & Economics
1- Fethi, Sami, and Abdulhamid Rahuma. 
“The impact of eco-innovation on CO2 emission 
reductions: Evidence from selected petroleum 
companies.” Structural Change and Economic 
Dynamics 53 (2020): 108-115.

2- Saint Akadiri, Seyi, Kayode Kolawole Eluwole, 
Ada Chigozie Akadiri, and Turgay Avci. “Does 
causality between geopolitical risk, tourism and 
economic growth matter? Evidence from Turkey.” 
Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Management 43 
(2020):273-277.

3- Tamer, Laika Kose, Gulten Sucu Dag “The 
Assessment of Pain and the Quality of Postoperative 
Pain Management in Surgical Patients””Sage Open 
10, no.2 (2020):2158244020924377   

Faculty of Tourism
1- Saint Akadiri, Seyi, Kayode Kolawole Eluwole, 
Ada Chigozie Akadiri, and Turgay Avci. “Does 
causality between geopolitical risk, tourism and 
economic growth matter? Evidence from Turkey.” 
Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Management 43 
(2020):273-277.
2- Ukeje, Uchechukwu Edwin, Taiwo Temitope 
Lasisi, Kayode Kolawole Eluwole, Eneken Titov, 
and Ali Ozturen. “Organizational level antecedents 
of value co-destruction in hospitality industry: an 
investigation of the moderating role of employee 
attribution.” Current Issues in Tourism (2020): 1-15. 
(Early Access)
3- Arasli, Huseyin, Hasan Evrim Arici, and Ezel 
Kole. “Constructive Leadership and Employee 
Innovative Behaviors: A Serial Mediation Model.” 
Sustainability 12, no. 7 (2020): 2592.

Faculty of Arts & Sciences
1- Yuney, Kivanc, Akeem Adeyemi Oladipo, 
Mustafa Gazi, and Dilshad Zubair Younis. “CuO 
coated olive cake nanocomposites for rapid phenol 
removal and effective discoloration of high strength 
olive mill wastewater.” Chemosphere 253 (2020): 
126703.
2- Oladipo, Akeem Adeyemi, Roozbeh Vaziri, Zirar 
M. Mizwari, and Ayodeji Olugbenga Ifebajo. 
“In2S3/AgIO3 photoanode coupled I-/I3- cyclic 
redox system for solar-electrocatalytic recovery of 
H2 and S from toxic H2S.” International Journal of 
Hydrogen Energy 45, no.32 (2020):15831-15840.

3- Mustafa, Omar. “n-dimensional PDM non-linear 
oscillators: linearizability and Euler–Lagrange or 
Newtonian invariance.” Physica Scripta 95, no. 6 
(2020): 065214.


