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A conference titled “The 
Story of the Journey from 
being a Small Workshop to a 
Global Company” took place 
at the Eastern Mediterranean 
University (EMU). The speaker 
of the conference organized 
by the EMU Communication 
Faculty was Yıldız Holding 
Vice Chair Ali Ülker.

The said conference took place 
at the Mustafa Afşin Ersoy 
Hall at 10:30 on Thursday, 
the 31st of October 2019. The 
conference was attended by 
EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Necdet 
Osam, Sea Admiral Captain 
Bülent Köse, Sabri Ülker Food 
Research Foundation General 
Manager and Board Member 

Begüm Mutuş, EMU Vice 
Rector for Academic Affairs 
Prof. Dr. Halit Tanju Besler, 
deans, chairs, academic staff, 
EMU personnel and students. 
During the conference Ali Ülker 
touched upon their struggles 
on the road to success. During 
the presentation which was 
accompanied by a cinevision 
screening, Ali Ülker told the 
story of the company Ülker 
which started its operations at 
a small workshop in Eminönü 
in 1944. Ali Ülker touched 
upon how the company grew to 
become a holding that operates 
in many parts of the world 
today. Highlighting that they 
are currently the world’s third 
biggest biscuit producers, Ali 

Ülker noted that they provide 
employment for 65 thousand 
workers.

 “Consistency Brings 
Success” 
Indicating that in the workplace 
consistency brings success Ali 
Ülker stated that consumers 
choose their brand because 
their biscuits are of the same 
quality, recipe and taste 
since 1940. Higlighting the 
importance of presenting 
small pieces of happiness Ali 
Ülker advized students to be 
determined and desicive. At 
the end of his presentation,  
Yıldız Holding Vice Chair Ali 
Ülker was presented a plaque 
of appreciation by EMU Rector 

Prof. Dr. Necdet Osam.

Visit to EMU Rector 
Before the conference, Yıldız 
Holding Vice Chair Ali Ülker 
paid a visit of courtesy to EMU 
Rector Prof. Dr. Necdet Osam. 
Sabri Ülker Food Research 
Foundation General Manager 
and Board Member Begüm 
Mutuş, EMU Vice Rector for 
Academic Affairs Prof. Dr. Halit 
Tanju Besler, Communication 
Faculty Dean Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Agah Gümüş and 
Communication Faculty, Public 
Relations and Advertising Chair 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anıl Kemal 
Kaya were also present during 
the said visit.

YILDIZ HOLDING VICE CHAIR
ALI ÜLKER DELIVERS A CONFERENCE AT EMU
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The Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) Personnel Office Directorate 
delivered in-service training seminars for 
Rauf Denktaş University (RDU) personnel 
between the 7th and 17th of October 2019.  
Upon the completion of the seminars, RDU 
personnel were delivered certificates for 
completing their in-service training. The 
certificate ceremony took place at 16:00 
on Wednesday, the 30th of October 2019 at 
the EMU Rector’s Office.

The in-service training delivered by 
EMU was on: Principles of 
Correspondence between Units 
and Filing, Library Registration 
and Debiting Systems, Human 
Resources Management, 
Financial Affairs, Legislation 
Management and Admissions. 

EMU continues to share its 
40 years of experience via 
institutional collaborations, 
certificate programs, courses 
and seminars with the aim of 
contributing to the lifelong 
education of individuals. 
Speaking at the certificate 
ceremony, EMU Rector Prof. Dr. 

Necdet Osam indicated that their aim is to 
help other universities reach a certain level 
of maturity and global success obtained by 
EMU. Thanking RDU for collaborating 
with EMU, Prof. Dr. Osam expressed his 
happiness regarding their contribution to 
the nurturing of the youth. RDU Rector 
Prof. Dr. Hasan Ali Bıçak started his speech 
by thanking EMU for their contribution. 
Highlighting the importance of EMU’s 
position on the “THE” rankings, Prof. Dr. 
Bıçak congratulated Prof. Dr. Osam and 
his team. Indicating that RDU is a newly 

established university Prof. Dr. Bıçak 
relayed information on RDU. Describing 
EMU as the flagship of Turkish Cypriot 
universities, Prof. Dr. Bıçak underlined 
that new universities have a lot to learn 
from EMU regarding providing a quality 
education. After the speeches, Prof. Dr. 
Bıçak presented EMU Rector Prof. Dr. 
Osam a knitted carpet with the portrait 
of TRNC’s Founding President Rauf Raif 
Denktaş.

The RDU personnel who received 
comprehensive in-service training on 
various subjects are as follows:

Ayşe Şensoy (Principles of 
Correspondence between Units and 

Filing,  Human Resources 
Management, Financial 
Affairs), Ticen A. Özraşit 
(Principles of Correspondence 
between Units and Filing), 
Faysal Güden (Legislation 
Management), Dr. Mustafa 
Avcın (Legislation 
Management), Hamidreza 
Monibi (Human Resources 
Management), Dilara 
Rasulova (Library 
Registration and Debiting 
Systems), Zhaniya Rakhimova 
(Financial Affairs), Yusuf 
Yıldız (Admissions). 

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 
and Istanbul Provincial Directorate for 
National Education signed a collaboration 
protocol. The signature ceremony took 
place on Friday, the 18th of October 2019 
at the EMU Rector’s Office. 
The protocol was signed 
by EMU Rector Prof. Dr. 
Necdet Osam and Istanbul 
Provincial Directorate for 
National Education Vice 
Director Levent Özil on 
behalf of Director Levent 
Yazıcı. EMU Vice Rector 
for Promotional Affairs 
Prof. Dr. Hıfsiye Pulhan, 
Education Faculty Dean 
Prof. Dr. Ahmet Pehlivan, 
Department of Foreign 
Language Education Chair 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Javanshir 
Shibliyev, Vice Rectorship 
for Promotional Affairs 

Turkey and Local Affairs Coordinator Asst. 
Prof. Dr. İsmail Erkan Arkın, Education 
Faculty, Department of Foreign Language 
Education academic staff member Prof. 
Dr. Ülker Vancı Osam, Istanbul Provincial 

Directorate for National Education District 
Director and Project Coordinator were also 
present at the signature ceremony.

The said protocol involves the continuity of 
in-service training seminars 
offered by EMU to English 
teachers of middle schools 
in İstanbul operating 
under the Ministry of 
National Education and 
collaboration in other 
areas. After the signature 
ceremony the Istanbul 
Provincial Directorate for 
National Education team 
explored EMU’s campus 
and visited the faculties. 
The collaborative process 
has commenced with the 
protocol signature.

EMU PROVIDES IN-SERVICE TRAINING FOR 
RAUF DENKTAŞ UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL

EMU AND ISTANBUL PROVINCIAL DIRECTORATE FOR 
NATIONAL EDUCATION SIGN COLLABORATION PROTOCOL
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The Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) Communication Faculty, 
Department of Animation and Game Design 
and the EMU Game Development Platform 
operating under the Social and Cultural 
Activities Directorate organized a 24 hour 
long game development event on the 26th of 
October 2019.

The event attended by approximately 50 
participants formed a basis for groups 
comprised of Animation and Game Design 
academic personnel and students from 
numerous departments and disciplines to 
carry out game development. In events 
titled ‘Game Jam’ that conduce game 
development in a limited amount of time 
random subjects and themes are established. 
A total of 7 games were developed on the 
‘Edge of the World’ theme. The event was 
also preliminary preparation for the annual 

international competition ‘Global Game 
Jam’.  The ‘Global Game Jam’ event has 
been taking place synchronously in centers 
across the globe, every year on the same date 
since 2009. In 2019, EMU also participated 
in the event along with over 40 thousand 
participants from 113 different countries. 

EMU is going to participate in the 48 
hour-long ‘Global Game Jam’ event taking 
place in January 2020. The competition 
will provide participants the opportunity to 
carry out team work, cooperate and gain 
experience about the process of professional 
game development.

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) 
School of Tourism and Hospitality 
Management students obtained the gold 
and bronze medals at a competition 
organized by the European Hospitality 
Schools Association (EURHODIP).

Over 150 tourism schools and hospitality 
businesses from 39 different countries 
are members of EURHODIP.  At the 
international competition which took place 
between the 16th and 20th of October 2019 
in İstanbul, EMU Tourism Faculty student 
Mert Ercan Bulut obtained the gold medal 
and Sina Vahedi obtained the bronze 
making the EMU Tourism Faculty and 
TRNC proud. 

Main Vision: Internationalization 
Releasing a statement on their recent 
success, EMU Tourism Faculty Dean 
Prof. Dr. Hasan Kılıç stated that they were 
made proud by their students finishing first 

and third in the competition which was 
attended by students representing their 
universities from across Europe.  

Relaying his gratitude to the students who 
were accompanied to the competition by 
Asst. Prof. Dr. Ali Özduran, Prof. Dr. Kılıç 
underlined that this success is indicative 
of their quality education. Prof. Dr. Kılıç 
highlighted that the EMU Tourism Faculty 
trains analytical thinking, problem solving 
students who use technology efficiently, 

learn instead of memorize and put into 
practice their theoretical knowledge. 
Stating that their faculty places emphasis 
on international events organized by 
EURHODIP and other well-respected 
institutions as a result of their main vision 
of internationalization, Prof. Dr. Kılıç 
thanked the EMU Rector’s Office for 
their constant support and contributions in 
working towards their goal of becoming 
leading faculty in international tourism 
education.

EMU TOURISM FACULTY GETS THE GOLD AT 
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

24 HOUR GAME DEVELOPMENT EVENT TAKES PLACE AT EMU
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Within the scope of a protocol signed by 
the Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) Rector’s Office, EMU Architecture 
Faculty and Tülin Behaeddin (the wife of 
Turkish Cypriot modernist architect Ahmet 
Vural Behaeddin), the 8th student awards 
competition took place with the aim of 
keeping Ahmet Vural Behaeddin’s work and 
memory alive. Participation was significantly 
high.

The EMU Architecture Faculty delivered 
prizes in a total of four categories after 
jury evaluations were carried out. The 
competition was attended by 3rd and 4th 
year students of Architecture and Interior 
Architecture Departments of Turkish and 
Turkish Cypriot universities. There were a 
total of 128 applications from 19 institutions 
for the competition with the format that 
required students to transform their projects 
from the indicated academic year into poster 
presentations.

The Award Ceremony Took Place at the 
Naci Talat Foundation
The EMU Architecture Faculty Ahmet 
Vural Behaeddin Commission comprised of 
President / Architecture Faculty Vice Dean 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Banu Tevfikler Çavuşoğlu, 
Prof. Dr. Mukaddes Polay, Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Zehra Öngül and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dr. Kağan 

Günçe held a spectacular award ceremony 
at the Naci Talat Foundation building in 
Nicosia.

Nicosia Turkish Municipality Mayor 
Mehmet Harmancı was also in attendance at 
the ceremony where those who contributed to 
Ahmet V. Behaeddin’s work were delivered 
plaques. Indicating that he has left us a legacy 
of valuable architectural artefacts, Mayor 
Harmancı stated that Ahmet V. Behaeddin 
occupies an important place for Nicosia. 
Mayor Harmancı concluded by stating that 
they can develop projects with the EMU 
Architecture Faculty to hand down Ahmet 
V. Behaeddin’s  memory and architecture to 
future generations. 

The Jury was Comprised of Professionals 
and Cash Prizes Awarded 
The general coordinator of the 2019 Ahmet 
Vural Behaeddin Student Awards Competition 
was Ekrem Ziver Bodamyalızade and the 
coordinator of the competition was Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Banu Tevfikler Çavuşoğlu. The 
prestigious guest jury members from Turkey 
and Cyprus included important architects, 
interior architects, chamber presidents and 
representatives such as Nevzat Sayın, Esat 
Fişek, Ertuğ Ertuğrul, Ebru Olgun, Çağdaş 
Özgece and Resul Ergün. All competition 
participants were delivered certificates and 

cash prizes were awarded to winners of the 
different categories under the sponsorship 
of Tülin Behaeddin. The winners of the 
competition are as follows:
Architecture 4th Year Category - Salem 
A. Bader (EMU), Architecture 3rd Year 
Category - Ayberk Özdemir (MEF), Interior 
Architecture 4th Year Category - Malek 
Baher Jaroudi (EMU), Interior Architecture 
3rd Year Category - Maide Pelin Türk 
(Başkent University).

In a podcast, Jury President Nevzat Sayın 
touched upon Architect Ahmet V. Behaeddin’s 
adoption of Mediterranean geography as 
an international language and emphasis of 
modernity in architecture.  President Sayın 
also stated that the competition has raised 
the bar and provided clues about important 
decision for the future.

The podcast episode can be accessed from the 
following link: https://m.soundcloud.com/
emupodcasts/mimar-nevzat-sayin-ahmet-
vural-behaeddin-ve-akdeniz-modernizmi. 
After the important competition, EMU 
Architecture Faculty Dean Prof. Dr. Özgür 
Dinçyürek thanked everyone for their 
contributions and stated that the competition 
work will be published into a book. The 
competition project exhibition can be visited 
until the 1st of November 2019.

EMU ARCHITECTURE FACULTY HOLDS
AHMET VURAL BEHAEDDIN STUDENT AWARDS COMPETITION
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In scope of a collaboration protocol, 
Eastern Mediteranean University (EMU) 
and Yıldız Technical University (YTU)  
Architecture Departments continued their 
joint architectural studio practice in 2019-
2020 Academic Year Fall Semester as in  
the former semesters. 

As part of the protocol between the 
universities and within the framework 
of ARCH392 Architectural Design 
Studio Course IV carried out by EMU 
Architecture Department and MT5 
Architectural Design Studio 5 Course 
delivered by YTU, the “The Living Center 
for the Elderly Project”, targeted towards 
the people who are 65 years old and more, 
is being carried out at a place within the 
borders of İbrahimağa Neighborhood in 
Kadıköy, İstanbul.

The main theme of the project is the design 
of a multi-functional structure for the 
population over 65 years of age in line with 
the universal design criteria that combines 
trade, management, support services and 
housing functions. The project theme 
includes cultural and ontological aspects 
in addition to technical aspects.
 
Creation of Spatial Projects 
The project is carried out with the support 
of EMU Architecture Faculty Dean Prof. 
Dr. Özgür Dinçyürek, EMU Architecture 
Department Academic Staff Member 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Ercan Hoşkara, Senior 
Instructors Aref Arfaei and Cemaliye 
Eken İlter and Research Assistants Nazgol 
Hafizi and Deniz Özdiren. 15 volunteering 

architecture students who are currently 
taking ARCH 392 participated in the 
technical trip in Istanbul. The said group 
accompanied by EMU Architecture Faculty 
Dean Prof. Dr. Özgür Dinçyürek and 
EMU Architecture Faculty academic staff 
member Assist. Prof. Dr. Ercan Hoşkara 
explored and conducted an analysis of the 
project site. 

Afterwards, YTU Department of 
Architecture Faculty Member and MT5 
Architectural Design Studio Group 
Lecturer Assoc. Prof. Dr. Serhat Başdoğan 
made detailed presentations to EMU 
Architecture Department students and 
faculty members about the region’s 
development, selected land characteristics 
and project content. Through this way, 
the city and the region selected for the 
project were discussed in detail, the 

concepts of ‘Aging and Old Age’ and 
trade, management, support services and 
housing for the user were questioned. The 
establishment of spatial projects that will 
lead to physical and social transformation 
was set as a goal. 

Carries Special Importance
After the technical trip, ARCH392 studio 
students continued to analyze and work as 
groups on models and developed their own 
designs under the supervision of academic 
staff. The ARCH392 Architectural Design 
Studio Course IV is the only studio to take 
place outside of Cyprus within the EMU 
Architecture program. The course greatly 
contributes to the learning of students by 
providing them the opportunity to carry 
out extensive design at an urban scale in 
the city of Istanbul which has different 
characteristics.

Within the scope of their social 
responsibility projects, the Eastern 
Mediterranean University (EMU) 
Engineering Faculty, Department of 
Computer Engineering delivered a Game 
Program Development Course to all third 
grade students at Alasya Primary School. 
The students were divided into 3 groups 
and received a three-hour long course 

on the 10th, 17th and 24th of October 
2019. During the courses delivered at 
the Computer Engineering Laboratories 
simple game programs were developed 
and tested. At the end of the courses, 
certificates were delivered by Department 
of Computer Engineering Chair Prof. 

Dr. Işık Aybay, Vice Chair and Course 
Organizer Asst. Prof. Dr. Yıltan Bitirim, 
Department Assistants and Form Teachers. 
The Department of Computer Engineering 
social responsibility projects will be 
continuing with the Geçitkale Primary 
School in November.

SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 
PROJECT FROM 
EMU DEPARTMENT 
OF COMPUTER 
ENGINEERING

COLLABORATION BETWEEN EMU AND YTU ARCHITECTURE DEPARTMENTS



6 BULLETIN

Eco-friendly academicians and students 
from the Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) Communication Faculty, 
Department of Cinema and Television 
organized a clean-up at Gülseren Beach in 
Famagusta on Monday, the 21st of October 
2019 at 15:30. EMU Communication 
Faculty, Department of Cinema and 
Television Chair Prof. Dr. Bahire Özad 
stated that after carrying out a small scale 
research they identified numerous places 
that require a clean-up. Indicating that they 
had to start somewhere, Prof. Dr. Özad that 
they chose Gülseren Beach as the location 
of their clean-up. The waste gathered at the 
event was collected by the Municipality of 
Famagusta. 

EMU Department of Cinema and 
Television Chair Prof. Dr. Bahire Özad 
who participated in the clean-up with 
students who wanted to raise awareness 
about environmental cleanliness stated 
that they want use the popular social media 
trend of “challenging” to spearhead clean-
ups from other institutions and thanked the 
Municipality of Famagusta for supporting 
their event.

The Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) Communication Faculty, 
Department of Public Relations and 
Advertising held a get-together party for 
new and returning students.

New and returning students from the 
Department of Public Relations and 
Advertising had a great time at the get 
together for the 2019-2020 Academic Year 
which included music and a variety of 

food. In addition to the students, the party 
was attended by Department Chair Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Anıl Kemal Kaya, academic staff 
and faculty personnel. 

EMU DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC 
RELATIONS AND 
ADVERTISING 
HOLDS A 
GET-TOGETHER 
PARTY

EXEMPLARY ACTION FROM EMU COMMUNICATION FACULTY
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The Eastern Mediterranean University 
(EMU) Dr. Fazıl Küçük Faculty of 
Medicine continues to inform the public 
about community health. Most recently, 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Amber Eker Bakkaloğlu 
from the Department of Neurology 
released a statement on World Stroke Day 
which falls on the 29th of October each 
year. 

“Don’t Be The One!” 
Indicating that strokes are an important 
public health problem, the leading cause 
of disability worldwide and the second 

leading cause of death, Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Bakkaloğlu stated: “It is estimated that this 
year 14.5 million people will have a stroke 
and 5.5 million people will lose their lives 
as a result of having a stroke. 80 million 
people have survived strokes worldwide. 
Many stroke survivors face significant 
challenges that include physical disability 
and communication difficulties which may 
cause the loss of work and social networks. 
This year’s slogan of the World Stroke 
Organization is “Don’t Be the One”. This 
slogan emphasizes an important issue; 
strokes are preventable.”

What are the Risk Factors?
“Strokes occur when the supply of the 
blood to the brain is either interrupted or 
reduced.

Common risk factors for stroke are 
hypertension, hyperlipidemia, heart 
diseases, diabetes, smoking, immobility 
and obesity like vascular risk factors. 
All these risk factors are manageable 
factors. It’s known that, up to 90% of 
strokes can be prevented by controlling 

these risk factors. Our first aim is to be 
protected from this devastating disease, 
then to increase awareness about the stroke 
symptoms and the importance of early 
diagnosis. An acronym F.A.S.T. (Acute 
Face drooping, Arm weakness, Speech 
difficulties, Time to call) may help you to 
recognize strokes and act quickly. Early 
admission to hospitals is important in the 
reversal of symptoms.

Organized by the Eastern Mediterranean 
University (EMU) Social and Cultural 
Activities Directorate the two part comedy 
play titled “Vee Perde” was staged at the 
Rauf Raif Denktaş Culture and Congress 
Centre at 19:30 on Wednesday, the 30th 
of October 2019. Accomplished thespians 
Yasemin Yalçın and İlyas İlbey who are 
also well known for their roles on television 
series’ were accompanied on stage by 
Kutay Şahin, Ortans Kıvanç, Serdar 
Bordanacı, Merve Akaydın, Filiz Akın 
and Oben Onur. The play was performed 
in front of a capacity crowd comprised of 
EMU students and members of the general 
public.

The play adapted from Neil Simon’s 
“Sunshine Boys” made the audience laugh 
and think at the same time, telling the story 
two former comedians Cahide and Adnan 
who were forced to come together 22 
years later for a television program. The 
play received a standing ovation and EMU 
Rector Prof. Dr. Necdet Osam and Vice 

Rector for Student Affairs Prof. Dr. Sonuç 
Zorlu Oğurlu presented Yasemin Yalçın a 
plaque and flowers at the end of the play.

Visit to EMU Rector 
Before the play, the cast of “Vee Perde” 
visited EMU Rector Prof. Dr. Necdet 
Osam in his office. Vice Rector for Student 
Affairs Prof. Dr. Sonuç Zorlu Oğurlu was 
also present during the said visit. EMU 

Rector Prof. Dr. Necdet Osam thanked 

the cast of “Vee Perde” for coming to 

the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 

(TRNC) and sharing their beautiful play 

with theatre lovers in the region. The cast 

of “Vee Perde” thanked EMU for their 

hospitality indicating that they were very 

impressed with the university.

THE PLAY “VEE PERDE” WAS STAGED AT EMU

EMU DR. FAZIL KÜÇÜK FACULTY OF MEDICINE RELEASES WORLD STROKE DAY STATEMENT 
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This Week’s Academic Publications Source: Web of Science                                                                                         

Faculty of Business & Economics
1. Edmund Ntom Udemba, Hasan Güngör, 
and Festus Victor Bekun. “Environmental 
implication of offshore economic activities in 
Indonesia: a dual analyses of cointegration and 
causality.” Environmental Science and Pollution 
Research (2019): 1-16. (Early Access)
2. Mary Oluwatoyin Agboola, and Festus Victor 
Bekun. “Does agricultural value added induce 
environmental degradation? Empirical evidence 
from an agrarian country.” Environmental Science 
and Pollution Research 26, no. 27 (2019): 27660-
27676.

Faculty of Engineering
1. Dima Badawi, and Hakan Altınçay
. “Effective use of 2-termsets by discarding redundant 
member terms in bag-of-words representation.” Neural 
Computing and Applications 31, no. 9 (2019): 5401-
5418.

Faculty of Tourism
1. Javaneh Mehran, and Hossein GT Olya. 
“Progress on outbound tourism expenditure 
research: A review.” Current Issues in Tourism 
22, no. 20 (2019): 2511-2537.

Faculty of Art and Sciences
1. Wajiha Javed, Riasat Ali, Rimsha 
Babar, and Ali Övgün. “Tunneling of 
Massive Vector Particles from Types of 
BTZ-like Black Holes.” European Physical 
Journal Plus 134, no. 10 (2019).
2. Habib Mazharimousavi, S., and 
Mustafa Halilsoy. “Stable thin-shells from 
5-dimensional extremal Einstein-Yang-Mills 
fields.” International Journal of Geometric 
Methods in Modern Physics 16, no. 10 
(2019).

Eastern Mediterranean University Atatürk Research and 
Application Center President (EMU-ATAUM) Asst. Prof. 
Dr. Turgay Bülent Göktürk released a statement on the 96th 
Anniversary of October 29, Republic Day. Asst. Prof. Dr. 
Turgay Bülent Göktürk’s statement reads as follows:

We are happy and proud to be celebrating the 96th 
Anniversary of the Republic of Turkey which was established 
after our nation’s victory in the struggle of independence led by 
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. 

Atarürk started the National Liberation Struggle with the slogan of 
“Either independence or death” leading to success despite great poverty 
and difficulties, freeing the nation from imperialistic occupation forces. 
Following this success and revolutions aimed at bringing the Turkish nation 
to the level of a contemporary civilization, Atatürk established the Republic 
of Turkey which he later described as “My Greatest Achievement”. 

Atatürk believed that a Republic was the best suited form of state for the 
Turkish nation because of its predication on public sovereignty.   The 
Republic formed based on this belief with the foundations of a secular, 
democratic, social and constitutional state continues to live on today.

In the Great Speech, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk emphasized that we are 
where we are today because of the awareness that has emerged from our 
history that includes decades of national devastation and blood that has 
been spilled on every corner of this sacred nation. In his Address to Youth, 
Atatürk entrusted the Republic to Turkish youth and gave directives about 
how it must be protected.

On this important day I would like to celebrate Republic Day whilst 
commemorating and showing gratitude to Mustafa Kemal Atatürk who 
stated “One day my mortal body will turn to dust, but the Turkish Republic 
will stand forever!” as well as his fellow fighters and all martyrs that fell to 
make these lands our nation.

Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU) will be organising 
a series of events on the 81th anniversary of the passing of 
the founder of the Republic of Turkey, the Great Leader 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. The first of the activities planned 
by EMU Atatürk Research and Application Center (EMU-
ATAUM) will commence on Monday, November 4, 2019 at 
14:30 with a conference to be held at Mustafa Afşin Ersoy 

Hall. Topic of the conference which will be delivered by the 
Republic of Turkey Turkish History Association President 

Prof. Dr. Refik Turan will be “Atatürk, the National Pact, Turkey 
and Eastern Mediterranean “.

Who is Prof. Dr. Refik Turan?
The President of the Turkish Historical Association Prof. Dr. Refik Turan 
was born in Isparta in 1956. He graduated from primary school in 1967 
and Isparta High School in 1974. In 1978, he graduated from Ankara 
University, Faculty of Language, History and Geography, Department 
of History. In 1980, he completed his master’s degree at the Department 
of General Turkish History of the same faculty and his doctoral studies 
in 1983. In 1984, Turan was appointed as an Assistant Professor at 
Gazi University, Faculty of Education, Department of Social Sciences 
Education, History Education Program. During the same year, he became a 
department chair. In 1989, he became an Associate Professor and in 1995 a 
professor in General Turkish History. On 6 March 2015, he was appointed 
as the President of the Turkish History Association. 

Turan’s Work
Boasting an array of work contributing to the academia, Prof. Refik 
Turan also participated in numerous talk organisations, conferences and 
congresses in Belgium, Switzerland, Macedonia, Bulgaria, Moldova, 
Kazakhstan and Iran. He also carried out scientific research, observations 
and work in the USA, U.K., Romania, Greece, Uzbekistan and Macedonia. 
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